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Peter Tiboris: Founder and General Director Emeritus
Sir John Rutter, CBE: Conductor Laureate

Saturday, March 15, 2025 at 8:30 PM
Isaac Stern Auditorium / Ronald O. Perelman Stage

New England Symphonic
Ensemble

Preston Hawes, Artistic Director and Concertmaster

RANDALL THOMPSON Frostiana: Seven Country Songs
The Road Not Taken
The Pasture
Come In
The Telephone
A Girl’s Garden
Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening
Choose Something Like A Star

Jo Ann Miller, Conductor
Participating Choruses

North Dakota State University Concert Choir and Alumni, Fargo, ND (Jo Ann Miller, Director)
Wagner College Choir, Staten Island, NY (Thomas J. Juneau, Director)

INTERMISSION
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PAUL A. AITKEN Missa Pro Terra: A Mass for the Earth
(US Premiere)
Climate Kyrie
A Pure and Glorious Gloria
Credo
Sanctus/Benedictus
Agnus Dei/Dona Nobis Pacem

Michele Sexton, Soprano

Eliam Ramos, Baritone

Paul A. Aitken, Conductor

Participating Choruses:

Cantabile Singers of Truro, Truro, NS, Canada (Chris Bowman, Director)

Centenary United Methodist Church, New Bern, NC (Paul Saik, Director)

Lakeside Middle School Select Choir, Pompton Lakes, NJ (Dania Brantner, Director)

North Perth Children’s Choir, Listowel, ON, Canada (Morgan Kuepfer, Director)
Pompton Lakes High School Choir, Pompton Lakes, NJ (Christopher Nappa, Director)

INTERMISSION

The Artist Sings

EMILY CROCKER / We Reach
JOHN JACOBSON

TRADITIONAL The Keel Row (arr. Cristi Cary Miller)
DON MCLEAN Vincent (arr. Roger Emerson)
JOSHUAH CAMPBELL Stand Up (arr. Rollo Dilworth)
AUDREY SNYDER The Road Not Taken
WHITING Ain’t We Got Fun (arr. Mac Huff)

Cristi Cary Miller, Conductor

Participating Choruses

Heritage Hall Middle School Chorus, Oklahoma City, OK (Cristi Cary Miller, Director)
Haysville Middle School Concert Choir, Haysville, KS (Paul Graves, Director)
Brooklyn High School of the Arts, Brooklyn, NY (Kristy Jung, Director)
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Tapwé: Songs of Truth
I. Welcome, Waaciye

CORY CAMPBELL / Ambe
ANDREW BALFOUR

ANDREW BALFOUR Vision Chant

DUKE REDBIRD / Gaze Upon the Trees
ANDREW BALFOUR

SHERRYL Yoétin (The Wind)
SEWEPAGAHAM

II. Interconnected, Wahkohtwin

SHERRYL Sleepy Song
SEWEPAGAHAM

BEVERLEY MCKIVER  All That We Are

HUSSEIN Grateful Heart
JANMOHAMED

IT1. Grateful, Nanidskomowin

ANDREW BALFOUR Tapwe

Sherryl Sewepagaham, Songkeeper
Mark Payne, Collaborative Pianist
Aruni Samarabandu, Flute
Michael Inman, Cello

Andrew Balfour, Conductor

Participating Choruses
Amabile Choirs of London, Canada, London, ON, Canada

(Carol Beynon, Program Curator; Brenda Zadorsky, Jacquelyn Norman, Jeffrey Beynon,
Lydia Kendell, Mark Payne, Tammy Rees, and Katrina Zadorsky, Directors)

Please hold your applause until the end of multi-movement works.
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The Program

RANDALL THOMPSON
Frostiana: Seven Country Songs

Frostiana: Seven Country Songs is a collection of seven poems by Robert
Frost, set to music for mixed chorus and piano by American choral
composer Randall Thompson. Commissioned by the town of Amherst,
Massachusetts, to celebrate the bicentennial of its incorporation, this
choral suite was composed in the summer of 1959, in Gstaad, Switzerland.
The work was first performed at an Inter-Faith Convocation in the Amherst
Regional High School Auditorium on October 18, 1959, sung by the
Bicentennial Chorus, with Thompson conducting and Robert Frost (who
had lived in Amherst for several years) present at the concert. Thompson
chose Frost’s poems “The Road Not Taken,” “The Pasture,” “Come In,”
“The Telephone,” “A Girl’s Garden,” “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening,” and “Choose Something Like a Star” because of their poignant
texts and universal appeal.

—Anne Klus
Director of Choral Activities at St. Paul Academy and Summit School,
St. Paul, Minnesota

PAUL A.AITKEN
Missa Pro Terra: A Mass for the Earth (us Premiere)

In late May 2023, my wife, MacKenzie, and I flew into Halifax after a week
in New York City. As we approached the airport, thick wildfire smoke filled
the air—devastating fires were consuming forests, campgrounds, and entire
neighborhoods, marking one of the worst wildfire events in Nova Scotia’s
history. Weeks later, a massive storm brought torrential rain, flooding parts
of the region and washing away roads and bridges in hours.

By July and August, I began deeply considering a climate-focused work.

I envisioned a hybrid Latin mass—beginning and ending with a plea for
mercy for what we’ve done to our world. Yet, it had to be hopeful—a call
to action. I urge organizations performing this piece to elevate real change:
adopt a beach, start a rideshare, fund solar panels. If we each take action,
perhaps we can turn an unprecedented disaster into an unprecedented
climate turnaround.

—Paul A. Aitken
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The Artist Sings

All the music in this concert is composed or arranged by my talented
friends. In April 2020, we began meeting weekly on Zoom, uniting

these incredible artists. Every Thursday evening, we gather to share our
thoughts on music and life, building a strong and inspiring connection.
This bond eventually led to the theme of this concert, with each composer
contributing a choral piece to bring it all together.

On January 17, 2025, we lost one of our beloved composers and a dear
friend whose music is featured in this concert. Audrey Snyder was a guiding
light and source of inspiration, not only to our group but to the millions

of musicians and singers who have performed her works. This concert is
dedicated to her memory with love and gratitude.

—Cristi Cary Miller

To view the artwork that inspired these selections visit
midamerica-music.com/theartists or scan the QR code.

Please note that the use of any type of mobile device
during the performance is strictly prohibited.

Tapwé: Songs of Truth

This program celebrates the rich history of Indigenous peoples, the original
caretakers of Turtle Island (North America). In Plains Cree (y-dialect), the
term “Tapwé” means “Truth,” urging deeper reflection on how we know,
act, and speak. Truth is more than just agreement or belief; it challenges us
to examine our actions and beliefs.

Canada’s painful history with Tapwé includes the legacy of residential
schools. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), established in
2007, spent six years uncovering injustices faced by Indigenous peoples.
Over 6,500 witnesses shared their stories, and the TRC’s work continues
to engage and educate about these past wrongs in hopes of healing and
reconciliation.

Through music by Andrew Balfour, Sherryl Sewepagaham, Beverley
McKiver, and Hussein Janmohamed, this concert honors those

experiences, provoking reflection on truth and justice while fostering
awareness and reconciliation.
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Translations:

CORY CAMPBELL / ANDREW BALFOUR
Ambe

Come in, two-legged beings. Come in all people. There is good life here.

DUKE REDBIRD / ANDREW BALFOUR
Gaze Upon the Trees

Love is like a waterfall that happens in the spring

When the snow has melted in the mountains and rushes to the sea
Noopimiing, noopimiing

And just you happened on it when you walked out in the forest

Just to gaze upon the trees

Mitigoog, mitigoog

And you find a wisp of loveliness floating in the magic and the leaves

BEVERLEY MCKIVER
All That We Are

All that we are, all that we are living.

All that we breathe, all that we are giving.
All we receive, all that we are knowing.
All that we grieve, all that we rejoice in.
All that we share, all that we do.

All that we dare, all that we are dreaming.
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The Artists

Jo Ann Miller, Conductor

Jo Ann Miller, DMA, is professor emeritus

at North Dakota State University where she
served as director of choral activities for 35
years. Miller conducted the Concert Choir,
taught undergraduate and graduate conducting
as well as graduate choral literature classes,
and was the music graduate coordinator for

a flourishing graduate program that offers

the Master of Music and Doctor of Musical
Arts degrees in performance and conducting.
She has mentored over 30 successful graduate students in choral
conducting. Under Miller’s baton, the NDSU Concert Choir performed
at the national ACDA conference in San Antonio, eight regional ACDA
conferences, and numerous state ACDA and MENC conferences. The
choir toured regionally each year and overseas every three to four years.
Annual Messiah performances became a regional highlight. Miller has
received several prestigious awards, including the 2024 ACDA Midwest
Region Weston Noble Lifetime Achievement Award and the 2022 North
Dakota Governor’s Award for the Arts. She was also named a University
Distinguished Professor at North Dakota State in 2008. She continues
to remain active as a guest conductor. Miller’s service to the American
Choral Directors Association includes roles as state and regional president.
She also completed eight years as the national treasurer and served as a
member of the executive board.

Paul A. Aitken, Conductor

Dr. Paul A. Aitken is a composer, conductor, and
the director of music emeritus at the Cathedral

of the Rockies in Boise, Idaho. Recognized for
his contributions to choral music, Aitken has
achieved significant career milestones. He became
the first-ever winner of the ACDA Brock Student
Composition Competition with his acclaimed
piece, Flanders Fields. In 2018, he was honored
with the prestigious Chronos Vocal Ensemble
Prize for his piece Au clair de la lune, and in 2021,
his autobiographical composition, How Can I Keep from Singing, earned
him the distinguished American Prize in Choral Music. Aitken is a sought-
after composer, receiving commissions from organizations including the
American Guild of Organists, the Boise Philharmonic Master Chorale, and
the Brazos Valley Chorale. A significant career milestone was his Carnegie
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Hall debut in 2010, where he conducted his cantata, And None Shall Be
Afraid. His compositions are published by Alfred Music, Cypress Music, and
Paraclete Press, as well as available through his official website. In addition
to his musical accomplishments, Aitken is a dedicated lifetime member of
the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA), where he has served in
various leadership roles at the state, division, and national levels, including
his tenure as the national chair of music in worship. He is also a member of
Choral Canada and an associate composer with the Canadian Music Centre.
Aitken holds degrees from esteemed institutions such as the University

of Western Ontario, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, and the
University of Oklahoma. Since 2020, he and his wife, MacKenzie, have lived
in Nova Scotia, Canada, where they own and operate the historic Maple Inn
Parrsboro, an eight-room boutique hotel overlooking the picturesque and
historically significant Bay of Fundy.

Michele Sexton, Soprano

Soprano Michele Sexton has been hailed in
the press as “tremendous,” “an artist worth
discovering” with her “magnificent,” “big,
flexible voice and shining tone,” with character
portrayals that are “mesmerizing” and “stirring.”
A versatile performer, she is equally at home
on the opera, operetta, concert, and theater
stages, as well as on camera. Sexton returns to
Carnegic Hall following a previous engagement

. for Fauré’s Requiem. Her other credits include
performances at Lincoln Center, the Metropolitan Opera Guild, St.
Petersburg Opera Company, Hawaii Opera Theater, Opera New Jersey,
Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival, Des Moines Metro Opera, Boheme
Opera of New Jersey, Natchez Festival of Music, Bristol Riverside Theater,
the New Jersey Pops Orchestra, the Hollywood Concert Orchestra, and
the Festival Orchestra of the Atlantic. Her favorite roles include Mozart
heroines Donna Anna (Don Giovanni) and Elettra (Idomeneo), Strauss’s
Arabella and Salome, Tosca, Leonora (Il Trovatore), Alice Ford (Falstaff),
Rosalinda (Die Fledermaus), the title role in Kiss Me, Kate, and the Beggar
Woman in Sweeney Todd. In March 2025, Sexton will perform Beethoven’s
Ninth Symphony with the New Britain Symphony Orchestra.

Eliam Ramos, Baritone

Eliam Ramos is a Puerto Rican singer with a rich bass-baritone voice
who has performed opera and concert works with companies in the US,
Spain, Israel, Puerto Rico, and Mexico. His artistic engagements range
from traditional opera and symphonic concerts to zarzuelas and modern
compositions. The Metropolitan Opera Guild featured Ramos in its
Verdi’s Baritones Series during the 2022-2023 season, in which he also
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made his Carnegie Hall debut with Clif Hardin’s
Requiem. For the 2024-2025 season, Ramos’s
engagements include performing the role of Alfio
in Cavalleria rusticana with Regina Opera. He
will also sing Bach’s Cantata No. 33 with Bach
in Baltimore and debut the role of The Doctor
in the world premiere of The Extinctionist with
Heartbeat Opera. Additionally, he will appear as
a soloist in Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass with the
Eastern Connecticut Symphony Orchestra and
take on various roles with the American Opera
Project’s Opera Lab. Ramos will also perform

as Cascada and cover the role of Baron Zeta in Lehar’s Die Lustige Witwe
(The Merry Widow) with Geneva Light Opera. He will portray Pap (Fannie
Lou Hamer’s husband) in the world premiere of Is This America with White
Snake Projects. His other roles include Scarpia in Tosca and Silvio in 7
Pagliacct, both with Regina Opera. In addition, he will perform Bach’s
Cantata No. 82 with Bach in Baltimore.

Cristi Cary Miller, Conductor

Cristi Cary Miller is widely recognized as a
master teacher, conductor, composer, and
arranger, with a distinguished career spanning
over 40 years in music education. A graduate of
Oklahoma State University, she has taught music
at all levels, from kindergarten through high
school, earning numerous accolades, including
District Teacher of the Year, the Oklahoma
Music Educators Association (OKMEA) Excellent
Educator Award, and induction into the OKMEA
Music Educators Hall of Fame. Miller’s expertise as a conductor has taken
her across the US, where she has led elementary, middle, and high school
honor choirs, including district and all-state ensembles. As a clinician, she
presents workshops on topics ranging from elementary classroom resources
to secondary choral techniques. An accomplished composer, her works
include elementary music resources, musicals, and choral pieces.

Andrew Balfour, Conductor

Of Cree descent and a member of Fisher River First Nation, Andrew
Balfour is an innovative composer, conductor, singer, and sound designer
with an extensive body of work spanning choral, instrumental, electro-
acoustic, and orchestral music. He is the founder and artistic director of
the acclaimed 14-member vocal ensemble Dead of Winter. Balfour has
been commissioned by the Winnipeg, Regina, and Toronto Symphony
Orchestras; Tafelmusik; Toronto Mendelssohn Choir; Camerata Nova;
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"W Luminous Voices; Chronos Vocal Ensemble;
= -~ and the Amabile Choirs of London, Canada,

- | among many others. His works have been
performed and broadcast locally, nationally, and
internationally. In 2023, Balfour was honored
with a JUNO Award nomination, Canada’s
highest recognition of musical excellence, in the
category of Classical Album of the Year for his
groundbreaking work Nagamo, which infuses
Indigenous languages into Elizabethan choral
music. Balfour is increasingly passionate about
music education and outreach, particularly in
northern reserves and inner-city Winnipeg schools. He has worked with the
National Arts Centre, Dead of Winter, the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra,
and various Winnipeg school divisions to support these efforts.

Preston Hawes, New England Symphonic
Ensemble Artistic Director and Concertmaster

Hailed by the European Academy of Arts and
Sciences as an “electrifying and virtuosic”
performer with “exquisite taste and rare talent,”
Canadian violinist Preston Hawes is a laureate
of the Concours de musique du Canada, the
Andrews International Music Competitions,
and the Prix de Musique de Chambre a
Fontainebleau, and is a recipient of the J.C.

a % Van Hulsteyn Award and Peabody Career
Grant. He has been heard as a soloist in more than 35 countries and
in venues such as Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center, and
Plovdiv Symphony Hall. Having earned a Master of Music degree and the
coveted Artist Diploma at Yale University, Hawes completed his studies by
earning a Doctorate of Musical Arts from the Peabody Institute of Johns
Hopkins University. Hawes is a professor of music and director of strings
at Washington Adventist University in Takoma Park, Maryland, and is the
artistic director of the New England Symphonic Ensemble.

New England Symphonic Ensemble

With performances described as “flawless” (Rhodes Magazine), the New
England Symphonic Ensemble (NESE), under the artistic direction of
Preston Hawes, is among the most frequently featured organizations in
Carnegie Hall. Since its inception in 1989, the NESE has drawn global
critical acclaim in hundreds of concerts on the world’s most prestigious
stages. In collaboration with MidAmerica Productions, the NESE has
been led by a roster of guest conductors including Sir John Rutter, Sherrill
Milnes, Helmuth Rilling, Simon Carrington, and Jonathan Willcocks, and
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regularly hosts international guest soloists. NESE world premieres include
Dinos Constantinides’s Byron’s Greece, Hymn to the Human Spirit, and
Midnight Fantasy II for wind ensemble; Sir John Rutter’s Cantate Domino,
Distant Land, Magnificat, and Mass of the Children; and John Leavitt’s A
Christmas Garland. The NESE boasts multiple US premieres, including
Mozart’s Die Schuldigkeit des ersten Gebots, Reimann’s Concerto for Violin
and Cello, Tchaikovsky’s Ode o Joy, and René Clausen’s Hellas: In the
Name of Freedom. The NESE can be heard on the Naxos label in an award-
winning recording of spirituals with internationally renowned mezzo-
soprano, the late Barbara Smith Conrad.

MidAmerica Productions, Inc.

For more than 40 years, MidAmerica Productions has brought together
conductors, soloists, and choral and instrumental ensembles from the

US and abroad to appear at New York’s top venues, including Stern
Auditorium / Perelman Stage, Weill Recital Hall, and Zankel Hall at
Carnegie Hall; and Alice Tully Hall and Avery Fisher Hall (now David
Geffen Hall) at Lincoln Center. Additionally, MidAmerica Productions
has presented concerts in numerous US cities and in countries throughout
the world, including Greece, England, Austria, Bulgaria, the Czech
Republic, Ttaly, France, Portugal, Sweden, and Russia. MidAmerica
Productions’ concerts have showcased choral groups singing oratorios with
talented conductors, full orchestra, and professional soloists; individual
instrumental and choral groups performing as part of the Ensemble
Spotlight Series; and solo recitals. Diverse programs have included
Madrigal Festivals, Vocal Jazz Festivals, National Wind Ensemble, National
Festival Youth Orchestra, and Sweet Adelines. Among the renowned guest
conductors who have led MidAmerica’s concerts are Sir John Rutter (who
has conducted more than 140 concerts in Stern Auditorium / Perelman
Stage at Carnegie Hall), Sherrill Milnes, Lukas Foss, Helmuth Rilling,

H. Robert Reynolds, JoAnne Falletta, Michael Morgan, and Jonathan
Willcocks. More than 800 conductors have conducted on MidAmerica’s
series in New York and abroad, sharing the stage with 1,300 solo artists
from the world’s greatest opera companies and concert stages, and 3,700
choral ensembles from the US and abroad. There have been 174 youth and
collegiate orchestras as well as 146 youth and collegiate bands, jazz bands,
and wind ensembles.

MidAmerica Productions | 265 Sunrise Highway, Suite 1-183; Rockville Centre, NY 11570
212-239-0205 | midamerica-music.com | contact@midamerica-music.com

Content for this program was provided by the presenter and does not necessarily
reflect views or beliefs held by Carnegie Hall. Carnegie Hall is not responsible for any
inaccurate or misleading statements, omissions, and/or errors in this program. All usage
rights required herein are the responsibility of the presenter, and content has been
included based on presenter’s representation that it has secured all necessary rights.
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MidAmerica Productions, Inc. Staff

James E. Redcay I11
Chief Executive Officer

Eric Spiegel
Chief Operating Officer

Stephanie Tiboris
Marotto
Senior Advisor to the Chief
Executive Officer

C.J. Harden
Director of Program
Development

Sonja Sepulveda
Conductor-in-Residence,
Program Development
Associate, and Director of
Program Development for
MidAm International

Matthew Harden
Director of Production
for MidAm International,
Conductor-in-Residence,
and Program Development
Associate

Joyce Howard-Brazel
Chief of Client Services

Giovanna Boyd
Director of Finance and
Client Services

Sherry Manokara

Client Services Associate
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Julie Kahn
Principal Administrative
Associate to the Chairman
of the Board of Directors
and Client Services
Administrative Assistant

Cailin Marcel Manson
Conductor and Artistic
Consultant

Stephen Pu
Conductor and Program
Development Associate

Adam Stich
Conductor and Program
Development Associate

Candace Wicke
Conductor and Program
Development Associate

George Berry
Associate Director of
Program Development
and Assistant Production
Manager

Robert J. Lamb
Principal Administrative
Associate to the Chief
Executive Officer

Rebecca McCulley
(Pereira)
Principal Administrative
Associate to Matthew
Harden & C.J. Harden

Sydney Weiss
Program Development
Associate and Assistant in
Concert Production

Carla Wesby
Program Development
Associate and Assistant in
Concert Production

Sara Wunsch
Assistant Director of
Program Development and
Principal Administrative
Associate to the Chief
Operating Officer

Madison Zahorsky
Program Development
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Concert Production
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Director of Public Relations,
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Development
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Relations, and Publications
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