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SECOND FRONT

Crestwood field
updates, rezoning
attendance lines

betore school
board Monday

Public participation on agenda

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Updates on the Crestwood High School foot-
ball field/athletic complex and the district’s
rezoning of schools’ attendance lines for im-
plementation in the 2026-27 school year will
be before Sumter School District’s Board of
Trustees on Monday.

An Office of Academics presentation on dis-
trict-wide academic strategies and attendance
plans for the upcoming school year, monthly
financial reports and public participation also
highlight the agenda, which was
posted online on Friday. The
meeting is the board’s regularly
scheduled meeting for the month
of July.

Regarding renovations to
Crestwood’s football field that
have been in the works for more
than a year, Superintendent Wil-
liam Wright Jr. informed The Sumter Item on
Wednesday that the plan is for the stadium to
be ready for the team’s opening home game
on Aug. 22 against rival Manning High.

Wright will also provide the update on the
district’s rezoning of attendance lines, offi-
cially called realignment. On May 19, the
trustees voted 5-4 to implement realignment
one year from now with the start of the 2026-
27 school year. The measure will keep all 24
of the district’s schools open, despite declin-
ing enrollment for nearly a decade, and bal-
ance enrollments across the schools.

At that May meeting, the full board turned
down a substitute motion to prioritize first a
“bigger picture” master plan involving sever-
al factors to include the age of school build-
ings, consolidations and a capital develop-
ment program for new schools.

Also, Monday’s executive session behind
closed doors for the trustees includes the re-
ceipt of legal advice from the board’s attorney
and contractual matters, per the agenda.

On May 2, two days after a special-called
meeting on April 30 to discuss legal and per-
sonnel matters with its attorney, the full
board issued a statement that despite “ru-
mors” in the community it was not trying to
terminate Wright. But the statement did say
the superintendent did want to resign June
30 in exchange for three years’ pay. Howev-
er, the trustees would not accept his propos-
al.

Then, at the board’s June 23 meeting, trust-
ees conducted an unusual mid-year evalua-
tion of the superintendent during executive
session, which lasted two hours.

When the board returned to open session,
Chairman Shawn Ragin did not provide a
statement on the evaluation.

Monday’s meeting will begin at 6 p.m. at the
district office, 1345 Wilson Hall Road.

Regarding public participation, any mem-
ber of the public wanting to make a comment
to the board on any topic must arrive before
the 6 p.m. start time — as early as 5:30 p.m. —
and complete a form to speak.

For those not physically attending, the dis-
trict continues to broadcast meetings live on
YouTube.

Anyone wanting to attend the meeting vir-
tually can do so via YouTube Sumter School
District Board Meeting and the district’s
Facebook page, @SumterSCSchools.

Under-construction BJ’'s Wholesale
granted variance for 40-foot sign

BY DEIRDRE CURRIN
deirdre@theitem.com

A larger than usual sign for the still-in-construc-
tion BJ’s, fire station improvements and a pavilion
at USC Sumter were all before Sumter’s Board of
Zoning Appeals on Wednesday, July 9.

Sumter’s permanent sign standards dictate the
maximum height of free-standing signs in the Gen-
eral Commercial zoning district is 30 feet. The vari-
ance requested for BJ’s Wholesale, which will be at
1475 Alice Drive, was a 10-foot increase for an overall
sign height of 40 feet.

The applicant, Jay Davis, said the signage would
be critical for visibility from the Alice Drive and
Broad Street intersection.

During the public comment period for the request,
one resident who lives close to the new construction
spoke against the variance. She said she was ad-
dressing concerns from her and her neighbors about
what the board will keep bending to, citing the appli-
cants knew what the sign standards were when they
began their sign development.

One person spoke in favor of the request: the in-
staller of the sign who said the extra 10 feet will not
be noticeable to residents.

The request was approved by all but one board
member.

Initially, the request was for a 50-foot-tall,
free-standing sign, but it was removed from the
board’s June agenda, scaled down and presented at
the July meeting.

The fire station at 2041 Stadium Road was ap-

proved to construct an addition on the east side of
the building and to construct at 600-square-foot stor-
age building on the property’s west side behind the
station.

The east side addition would house a new fire
truck bay. The project will also include the construc-
tion of a new parking area to the rear of the build-
ing, a new fire truck access to Stadium Road, storm-
water improvements and a living quarters addition.

The variance is required for setback standards.
The station is on land zoned R-15 where there is a 50-
foot setback required for non-residential uses. The
station requested a 35-foot setback variance for the
storage building and a 44-foot setback variance for
the building addition.

Fire Chief Karl Ford said the station was built in
1993 and the fire department has outgrown it. The
variance was unanimously passed by the board.

An application by the Mid-Carolina Commission
for Higher Education for an outdoor, roofed pavilion
on USC Sumter’s campus was also approved by the
board.

The pavilion will be about 16 feet and has a pro-
posed use of supporting educational activities. It will
be on two separate parcels, which are both part of
USC Sumter’s campus, but were purchased by two
agencies at different times, resulting in the need for
a variance. A variance was also granted for a dis-
tance requirement that ordains whenever more than
one principal building is to be on a lot, the buildings
must be separated by a horizontal distance that is at
least equal to the height of the highest adjacent
building.

Musical duo Johnson, Sepulveda
represent Sumter well in Sweden

BY ALAYSHA MAPLE
alaysha@theitem.com

Sumter is well-represented in
Sweden, thanks to a hometown
dynamic duo.

Sonja Sepulveda and Herbert
Johnson have spent the summer
traveling and performing inter-
nationally, representing Sumter
and South Carolina during the
MidAmerica Productions Inter-
national concert season in Stock-
holm and Uppsala, Sweden. Sep-
ulveda is one of several re-
nowned conductors on the tour,
while Johnson is a featured solo-
ist and one of 209 voices in the
international choir. The pair per-
form on the international stage
every summer, having been to
Greece, London and Paris in pre-
vious years.

"We just want to remind our
community that when we go out
and do great things on an inter-
national level, we carry them
with us," Johnson expressed.

On July 8, Sepulveda directed
the Stockholm Concert Orches-
tra in Kungsholm Church at
Bergsgatan on the island of
Kungsholm, performing the spir-
itual "In Dat Great Gittin' Up
Mornin'," arranged by Jester
Hairston with Johnson as the so-
loist. The group moved on to Up-
psala on July 11 to perform at
Uppsala Cathedral two requiems
by Rutter and Faure with the
British composer John Rutter
conducting the Stockholm Con-

cert Orchestra.

Music."

Sonja Sepulveda, center, with Her-
bert Johnson, far right, back row,
and Francis Marion University stu-
dents and professor Fran Coleman
pose at Kungsholm Church.

Fran Coleman from Francis
Marion University in Florence
and her students traveled with
the two Sumterites to represent
the state and country.

The pair will head to Vienna,
Austria, next year, June 14-21,
2026, to perform four spirituals
by M. Roger Holland II and a
concert of spirituals in Salzburg,
the home of "The Sound of

Anyone interested in singing
with Sepulveda and Johnson can p,¢ Great Gittin’ Up Mornin
contact DeAnna Lee at deannaly- bert Johnson as soloist.
onslee@gmail.com.
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Sonja Sepulveda, bottom center, conducts
the Stockholm Concert Orchestra during “In
" featuring Her-
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