
Monday, May 26, 2025 at 1 PM
Isaac Stern Auditorium / Ronald O. Perelman Stage

New England Symphonic 
Ensemble
Preston Hawes, Artistic Director and Concertmaster

JOHN LEAVITT 	 Missa Festiva
		  I. Kyrie
		  II. Gloria
		  III. Credo
		  IV. Sanctus
		  V. Angus Dei

Bradley D. Vogel, Conductor

DANIEL MCDAVITT 	 Three Memories
		  I. Something Sings (Ralph Waldo Emerson)
		  II. My Childhood Home (Abraham Lincoln)
		  III. The Fountain (William Wordsworth)

Daniel McDavitt, Conductor

Participating Choruses:
Dock Mennonite Academy Touring Choir, Lansdale, PA (Michelle Yoder Sensenig, Director)
Eastern Connecticut Symphony Chorus, New London, CT (Daniel McDavitt, Director)
Emmaus High School Chorale, Emmaus, PA (Julia Wallace, Director)
Halstead High School Choir, Halstead, KS (Claire Clifford, Director)
St. Mary’s Dominican High School Choir, New Orleans, LA (Brenda Castillo, Director)

	 INTERMISSION

Presented at Carnegie Hall by
MidAmerica Productions, Inc.
1,506th Concert Worldwide, 1,166th in New York, 711th in Carnegie Hall

Peter Tiboris: Founder and General Director Emeritus
Sir John Rutter, CBE: Conductor Laureate
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MICHAEL 	 Light Shines in the Darkness
JOHN TROTTA		  I. Do Not Stand at My Grave and Weep
		  II. I Seek a Faith
		  III. The Lord is My Shepherd
		  IV. A Light Shines in the Darkness
		  V. Death Shall Be No More
		  VI. I Saw a New Heaven
		  VII. Love Conquers All
		  VIII. Gaelic Blessing—Deep Peace

MICHAEL 	 Five Psalms (World Premiere)
JOHN TROTTA		  I. A Sing a New Song (Psalm 96)
		  II. Create in Me a Clean Heart (Psalm 51)
		  III. I Will Lift My Eyes (Psalm 121)
		  IV. The Lord is My Shepherd (Psalm 23)
		  V. The Lord is My Light (Psalm 27)

Larry Bach, Conductor

Participating Choruses:
A Subtle Note, Woodbury, NJ (Cristin Introcaso, Director)
Chrismon Chorale, Minneapolis, MN (Larry Bach, Director)
North Central University Chorale and Alumni, Minneapolis, MN (Larry Bach, Director)
St. Andrew Canticle Choir, Eden Prairie, MN (Larry Bach, Director)

	 INTERMISSION

MICHAEL 	 Selections from Requiem
JOHN TROTTA		  I. Introit and Kyrie
		  II. Dies Irae
		  III. Offertory et Hostias
		  IV. Sanctus
		  VI. Agnus Dei
		  VII. Lux Aeterna
		  VIII. Libera Me
		  X. In Paradisum

Michael John Trotta, Conductor

Participating Choruses:
Casady School Choir, Oklahoma City, OK (Amy Knous, Director)
Lenten Ecumenical Choir, State College, PA (Laurel Sanders, Director)
The Adult Choir of St. Mary Magdalen Church, Wilmington, DE (David J. Ifkovits, Director)
The Shrewsbury Chorale, Shrewsbury, NJ (Fiona Smith Sutherland, Director)

Please hold your applause until the end of multi-movement works.
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Program notes for this performance are available in the digital playbill at 
midamerica-music.com/programnotes0526 or by scanning the QR code below:

Please note that the use of any type of mobile device during the 
performance is strictly prohibited.

The Program
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The Artists
Bradley D. Vogel, Conductor

Bradley D. Vogel has enjoyed more than 40 years 
of conducting both choral and instrumental 
ensembles. After a dozen years in public 
school education and church music ministry, 
he embarked on a 22-year career as professor 
of music and director of choral activities at 
Tabor College and most recently concluded his 
teaching career as director of choral activities 
at McPherson College. Under his leadership, 
the Tabor College Concert Choir was selected 

to perform at the Kansas Music Educators Association State Convention 
six times. In honor of his service to the institution, the choral rehearsal 
room in the new Flaming Center for the Arts at Tabor College was named 
the Vogel Choral Room. An active adjudicator and clinician, Vogel has 
conducted more than 40 choral festivals and annually adjudicates festivals 
throughout the central US. Additionally, he is an active composer, with 
works published by MusicSpoke and Imagine Music Publishing. In 2018, 
he was awarded the Harry Robert Wilson Award by the Kansas chapter of 
the American Choral Directors Association in recognition of his lifetime 
contributions to choral music in Kansas.

Daniel McDavitt, Conductor

Daniel McDavitt is director of the Goucher 
College Choirs and Orchestra, where he also 
leads the musicianship and conducting curricula. 
Prior to this appointment, he served as director 
of choral studies at Loyola University Maryland 
and acting director of choirs at Knox College. An 
award-winning composer and educator, McDavitt 
has received the Barlow Prize for Music 
Composition, numerous grants for research 
and to promote new works by living composers, 

and several commissions from community, university, and school choral 
ensembles. He has presented his research at the Oxford Conducting 
Institute at the University of Oxford, and in 2017, he was honored 
with Goucher’s Excellence in Teaching Award. His compositions and 
arrangements have been performed and broadcast throughout the US and 
abroad, and published by many of the top music publishing companies in 
the country. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music and Humanities 
and a Master of Music degree in Choral Conducting from Brigham Young 
University, as well as a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Choral Conducting 
and Literature from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
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Larry Bach, Conductor

Larry Bach recently retired after 42 years in higher 
education at North Central University (NCU) 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he served as 
chair of the music department and dean of the 
College of Fine Arts. Under Bach’s direction, 
the NCU Concert Chorale performed in over 
20 countries and had two solo performances at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City. For Bach’s final 
concert at NCU, the university commissioned Te 
Deum by Michael John Trotta, which premiered 
in the spring of 2022. Bach returned to NCU this year as faculty emeritus 
to prepare the Chorale for today’s world premiere of Trotta’s Five Psalms. 
He currently conducts the St. Andrew Lutheran Canticle Choir, which, in 
addition to regular Sunday anthems, presents two programs a year with full 
orchestra. The Canticle Choir was also part of the initial commission of 
Trotta’s Requiem. Bach also conducts a Minneapolis-based community choir, 
the Chrismon Chorale—a vibrant and passionate ensemble dedicated to 
performing sacred music at the highest artistic level. Throughout his career, 
Bach has been a frequent clinician and guest conductor for high schools, 
colleges, community choirs, and church choirs. He sang professionally with 
the Dale Warland Singers from 1983 to 2003, serving as assistant conductor 
from 2000 to 2003. He earned a Bachelor of Arts in Vocal Performance from 
West Virginia Wesleyan University, a Master of Music in Choral Conducting 
from the University of Minnesota, and completed doctoral coursework (ABD) 
in Choral Conducting at the University of Iowa.

Michael John Trotta, Conductor

Fueled by a passion for combining tradition and 
innovation, American composer Michael John 
Trotta (b. 1978) creates music that resonates 
with modern audiences around the world. From 
Carnegie Hall to cathedrals and concert halls 
around the world, he creates “elegant, singable 
music with a strong, spiritual heft” (Choir and 
Organ magazine). Seasoned by his experience 
as a conductor at the primary, secondary, and 
university levels—as well as a church music 
director—his works are infused with an “intimate knowledge of the 
human voice and a rare sensitivity to the capabilities of a choral ensemble” 
(Fanfare). The “dynamic interplay of time-honored musical gestures with 
present-day sonorities” (Choral Scholar) creates “tender harmonies and a 
palette of glowing vocal and instrumental colors” (Gramophone). In addition 
to a significant output of music for unaccompanied choir, he has written 
nine choral-orchestral works on a larger scale. He recently collaborated with 
the Tenebrae and the London Symphony Orchestra.
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Preston Hawes, New England Symphonic 
Ensemble Artistic Director and Concertmaster

Hailed by the European Academy of Arts and 
Sciences as an “electrifying and virtuosic” 
performer with “exquisite taste and rare 
talent,” Canadian violinist Dr. Preston Hawes 
is a laureate of the Concours de musique du 
Canada, the Andrews International Music 
Competitions, and the Prix de Musique de 
Chambre à Fontainebleau, and is a recipient 
of the J.C. Van Hulsteyn Award and Peabody 

Career Grant. He has been heard as a soloist in more than 35 countries 
and in venues such as Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center, and 
Plovdiv Symphony Hall. Having earned a Master of Music degree and the 
coveted Artist Diploma at Yale University, Hawes completed his studies by 
earning a Doctorate of Musical Arts from the Peabody Institute of Johns 
Hopkins University. Hawes is a professor of music and director of strings 
at Washington Adventist University in Takoma Park, Maryland, and is the 
artistic director of the New England Symphonic Ensemble. 

New England Symphonic Ensemble

With performances described as “flawless” (Rhodes Magazine), the New 
England Symphonic Ensemble (NESE), under the artistic direction of Dr. 
Preston Hawes, is among the most frequently featured organizations in 
Carnegie Hall. Since its inception in 1989, the NESE has drawn global 
critical acclaim in hundreds of concerts on the world’s most prestigious 
stages. In collaboration with MidAmerica Productions, the NESE has 
been led by a roster of guest conductors including John Rutter, Peter 
Tiboris, Sherrill Milnes, Helmuth Rilling, Simon Carrington, and 
Jonathan Willcocks, and regularly hosts international guest soloists. 
NESE world premieres include Dinos Constantinides’s Byron’s Greece, 
Hymn to the Human Spirit, and Midnight Fantasy II for wind ensemble; 
John Rutter’s Cantate Domino, Distant Land, Magnificat, and Mass of 
the Children; and John Leavitt’s A Christmas Garland. The NESE boasts 
multiple US premieres, including Mozart’s Die Schuldigkeit des ersten 
Gebots, Reimann’s Concerto for Violin and Cello, Tchaikovsky’s Ode to Joy, 
and René Clausen’s Hellas: In the Name of Freedom. The NESE can be 
heard on the Naxos label in an award-winning recording of spirituals with 
internationally renowned mezzo-soprano, the late Barbara Smith Conrad.
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Content for this program was provided by the presenter and does not necessarily 
reflect views or beliefs held by Carnegie Hall. Carnegie Hall is not responsible for any 
inaccurate or misleading statements, omissions, and/or errors in this program. All usage 
rights required herein are the responsibility of the presenter, and content has been 
included based on presenter’s representation that it has secured all necessary rights.

New England Symphonic Ensemble
First Violins
Preston Hawes
Funda Cizmecioglu 
Agata Manka
Katie Pawluk
Sam Manzano
Celine Boulben
Gabriella Apola
Dylan Ebrahimian

Second Violins
Ana Milosavljevic
Eun Jung Lee
Marc Szammer
Valentina Anzola
Rachel Helm
Marina Fragoulis
Amneris Puscasu
Katie Thomas

Violas
Mitsuru Kubo
Dudley Raine IV
Thomas Purcell
Surai Balbeisi
Kerrick Sasaki
Angel Contreras

Cellos
Christopher Cortez
Karlos Rodriguez
Sofiia Yatsyshyna
Noah Koh
Jerry Rittenhouse
Yuha Lee

Basses
Kyle Colina
Laurence Goldman
Lorenzo Sandi

Flutes
Cynthia Kimmel 
Jessica Schmitz

Oboes
Daniel Rodriguez
Rita Mitsel

Clarinets
Boris Shpitalnik
Nadeen Fankhauser
Megan  

Schumate-Beaumont*

Bassoon
Dirk Wels

Horn
Timothy McCarthy

Trumpets
Abner Marquez
Justin Nurin

Trombone
Burt Mason

Tuba
Adolfo Monterroso 

Percussion
Katherine Fortunato
Jonathan Tadlock
Oliver Xu

* Principal Relief Player
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MidAmerica Productions, Inc.

Founded by Conductor, Music Educator, Entrepreneur Peter Tiboris over 
40 years ago, MidAmerica Productions has brought together conductors, 
soloists, and choral and instrumental ensembles from the US and abroad 
to appear at New York’s top venues, including Stern Auditorium / 
Perelman Stage, Weill Recital Hall, and Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall; and 
Alice Tully Hall and Avery Fisher Hall (now David Geffen Hall) at Lincoln 
Center. Additionally, MidAmerica Productions has presented concerts 
in numerous US cities and in countries throughout the world, including 
Greece, England, Austria, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Italy, France, 
Portugal, Sweden, and Russia. MidAmerica Productions’ concerts have 
showcased choral groups singing oratorios with talented conductors, full 
orchestra, and professional soloists; individual instrumental and choral 
groups performing as part of the Ensemble Spotlight Series; and solo 
recitals. Diverse programs have included Madrigal Festivals, Vocal Jazz 
Festivals, National Wind Ensemble, National Festival Youth Orchestra, 
and Sweet Adelines. Among the renowned guest conductors who have 
led MidAmerica’s concerts are Sir John Rutter (who has conducted more 
than 140 concerts in Stern Auditorium / Perelman Stage at Carnegie 
Hall), Sherrill Milnes, Lukas Foss, Helmuth Rilling, H. Robert Reynolds, 
JoAnne Falletta, Michael Morgan, and Jonathan Willcocks. More than 
800 conductors have conducted on MidAmerica’s series in New York and 
abroad, sharing the stage with 1,300 solo artists from the world’s greatest 
opera companies and concert stages, and 3,700 choral ensembles from the 
US and abroad. There have been 174 youth and collegiate orchestras as 
well as 146 youth and collegiate bands, jazz bands, and wind ensembles.

MidAmerica Productions | 265 Sunrise Highway, Suite 1-183; Rockville Centre, NY 11570  
212-239-0205 | midamerica-music.com | contact@midamerica-music.com
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