
Saturday, June 7, 2025 at 1 PM
Isaac Stern Auditorium / Ronald O. Perelman Stage

New England Symphonic 
Ensemble
Preston Hawes, Artistic Director and Concertmaster

WOLFGANG 	 Regina coeli in C Major, K. 276
AMADEUS MOZART

Vianca Alejandra, Soprano
Allison Gish, Contralto
David Blalock, Tenor
Jonathan Bryan, Baritone
Elizabeth Hastings, Organ
Rachel Samet, Conductor

WOLFGANG 	 Mass in C Major, K. 317, “Coronation”
AMADEUS MOZART		  I. Kyrie
		  II. Gloria
		  III. Credo
		  IV. Sanctus
		  V. Benedictus
		  VI. Agnus Dei

Amani Cole-Felder, Soprano
Allison Gish, Contralto
David Blalock, Tenor
Jonathan Bryan, Baritone
William White, Conductor

Participating Choruses:
Cherry Creek Chorale, Greenwood Village, CO (Brian Patrick Leatherman, Director)
D’Evelyn Concert Choir, Denver, CO (William White, Director)
Cal Poly Humboldt Chorale, Arcata, CA (Rachel Samet, Director)
University of Tennessee Southern Choirs, Pulaski, TN (Andrew Martin, Director)

	 INTERMISSION

Presented at Carnegie Hall by
MidAmerica Productions, Inc.
1,509th Concert Worldwide, 1,169th in New York, 713th in Carnegie Hall

Peter Tiboris: Founder and General Director Emeritus
Sir John Rutter, CBE: Conductor Laureate
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GABRIEL FAURÉ 	 Cantique de Jean Racine, Op. 11

Noah Palmer, Conductor

GABRIEL FAURÉ 	 Requiem, Op. 48
		  I. Introit and Kyrie
		  II. Offertorium
		  III. Sanctus
		  IV. Pie Jesu
		  V. Agnus Dei
		  VI. Libera Me
		  VII. In paradisum

Amani Cole-Felder, Soprano
Jonathan Patton, Baritone
Mary Nelson, Organ
Sarah Herrington, Conductor

Participating Choruses:
Hughes Middle School - Vocal Collective, Long Beach, CA (Harlee C. Balajadia, Director)
Liberty High School Choir, Liberty, TX (Christie Bean, Director)
Saratoga Voices, Burnt Hills, NY (Noah Palmer, Director)
Wayland Baptist University Choirs, Plainview, TX (Sarah Herrington, Director)

	 INTERMISSION

GIOACHINO ROSSINI 	 Overture to La scala di seta

FELIX MENDELSSOHN 	Violin Concerto in E Minor, Op. 64
		  I. Allegro molto appassionato
		  II. Andante
		  III. Allegretto non troppo—Allegro molto vivace

Davide Alogna, Violin

Giorgio Rodolfo Marini, Conductor

Please hold your applause until the end of multi-movement works.

Rodgers is the Official House Organ of Carnegie Hall.
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Program notes for this performance are available in the digital playbill at 
midamerica-music.com/programnotes67 or by scanning the QR code below:

Please note that the use of any type of mobile device during the 
performance is strictly prohibited.

The Program
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The Artists
Rachel Samet, Conductor

Dr. Rachel Samet is the director of choirs at 
Cal Poly Humboldt in Arcata, California, where 
she directs the University Singers, Humboldt 
Chorale, and Mad River Transit Singers. She 
also teaches fundamentals of conducting and 
advanced choral conducting and repertoire. 
She is a sought-after clinician and adjudicator 
and has worked with dozens of choirs across 
the US. This past spring, she conducted the 
debut performance of her own chamber choir, 

Mosaic Vocal Ensemble. Samet strives to program diverse and inclusive 
repertoires that represent a variety of composers. In 2022, she conducted 
a rarely performed work by José Maurício Nunes Garcia, Missa Pastoril 
para a Noite de Natal, featuring 120 singers and a 20-piece orchestra at 
Cal Poly Humboldt. She enjoys collaborating with composers and has 
commissioned and conducted several world premieres. Prior to her current 
position, she taught at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa and Bucknell 
University. She holds a Doctor of Musical Arts in the Literature and 
Performance of Choral Music from the University of Colorado at Boulder, 
a Master of Music in Choral Conducting from Boston University, and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Piano Performance from Oberlin College.

Vianca Alejandra, Soprano

Vianca Alejandra is a soprano from Puerto 
Rico. Recent achievements include her Carnegie 
Hall debut, receiving a Lotos Foundation 
Prize in the Arts and Sciences, and winning 
the Puerto Rico District of the Metropolitan 
Opera Laffont Competition. She joined the New 
York Philharmonic Chorus in 2022. In 2023, 
she debuted as Kathie in The Student Prince 
with Regina Opera (Brooklyn, New York) and 
as Pamina at the International Summer Opera 

Festival of Morelia, Mexico. Last summer, she performed the role of Norina 
in Don Pasquale at the Festival of the Aegean in Greece. She is a former 
assistant conductor to Maestro Malcolm J. Merriweather at The Dessoff 
Choirs and holds a master’s degree in voice performance from Brooklyn 
College, where she received the departmental Opera-Theater Award. At the 
age of 16, she had the privilege of studying with the late Puerto Rican tenor 
Antonio Barasorda at the Conservatory of Music of Puerto Rico. At 17, she 
debuted as a soloist in the Concierto Tradicional de Reyes with the Puerto 
Rico Symphony Orchestra under Maestro Roselín Pabón.
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Allison Gish, Contralto

Praised for her “commanding stage presence, 
strikingly rich voice and an innate sense of 
comedic timing” (Operawire) and her “superb 
technique” (Berkeley Daily Planet) Allison 
Gish is a contralto based in New York. This 
season, she made her solo debuts in Mahler’s 
Symphony No. 2 (Greater Newburgh Symphony), 
Beethoven’s Mass in C (Greenwich Choral 
Society), and as Sorceress in Purcell’s Dido and 
Aeneas (Berkshire Bach Society). On the opera 
stage, she has sung Mezzo 2 in Ricky Ian Gordon’s Tibetan Book of the 
Dead, Principessa in Suor Angelica, Madame de Croissy in Dialogues of the 
Carmelites, Fricka in Die Walküre, Dryade and the title role in Britten’s 
The Rape of Lucretia, a performance deemed a “knockout” (Reaction, 
Operawire). She is also sought-after professional choral artist, performing 
with New York City’s top ensembles, including the New York Philharmonic 
Chorus, Voices of Ascension, Bard Festival Chorale, and the American 
Classical Orchestra Chorus.

David Blalock, Tenor

Praised for his “fine tenor voice” (Winston-
Salem Journal), David Blalock is known for his 
beautiful lyric tone and his varied repertoire. 
In the 2023–2024 season, he sang Valcour in 
The Anonymous Lover with Madison Opera, and 
joined MidAmerica Productions as the tenor 
soloist in Schubert’s Mass in G and Forrest’s The 
Dawn From On High. In the 2024–2025 season, 
he makes his debut with Opera Grand Rapids as 
Nemorino in L’elisir d’amore, as well as returning 
to the Metropolitan Opera in their productions of Il barbiere di Siviglia 
and Salome. Blalock made his Metropolitan Opera debut as Pong in the 
2019–2020 season, and has since returned to sing Gastone in La traviata, 
cover Brighella in Ariadne auf Naxos, and cover Thierry and Chaplain in 
Dialogues des Carmélites. Blalock recently made a house debut with Bar 
Harbor Music Festival as Ferrando in Così fan tutte, a role he previously 
performed at Opera San Jose. 

Jonathan Bryan, Baritone

Hailing from Dallas, Texas, Jonathan Bryan has been praised for his 
“beautifully resonant baritone” and “substantial sound.” In the upcoming 
season, he will sing Silvio in Pagliacci with Piedmont Opera and Curly in 
Oklahoma! with Pensacola Opera. He recently completed his residency 
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with the Washington National Opera Cafritz 
Young Artist Program, where he made his 
Kennedy Center debut as Escamillo and Moralès 
in Francesca Zambello’s production of Carmen. 
In the 2024–2025 season, Bryan performed 
Silvio in Pagliacci with Opera Louisiane, Count 
Carl-Magnus in A Little Night Music with St. 
Petersburg Opera, and Robert in a concert 
version of Iolanta with the Russian Chamber Art 
Society. He also joined the National Symphony 
Orchestra in the role of Nicholas, the Major-
Domo, in Samuel Barber’s Vanessa. Bryan 

recently developed the titular role in Schwartz’s Egon Schiele, sang Safety 
Observer in the Metropolitan Opera’s workshop of Tesori’s Grounded, and 
portrayed Count Paris in Roméo et Juliette with Lyric Opera of Kansas City.

William White, Conductor

Minnesota native William White is director 
of vocal music and Tri-M chapter sponsor at 
D’Evelyn Jr./Sr. High School, as well as associate 
conductor and assistant accompanist for the 
Cherry Creek Chorale in Denver, Colorado. 
White graduated magna cum laude with all-
college honors from St. John’s University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Music (Piano Performance) 
and earned his Master of Music in Choral 
Conducting from the University of Kentucky. He 

has conducted festival, church, community, and school choirs ranging from 
elementary to collegiate levels. He has also accompanied honor choirs, 
reading sessions, festivals, and musicals with ACDA–MN; the Colorado 
Music Educators Association; the Kentucky Music Educators Association; 
The Lexington Theatre Company; and the High School Honor Choir at 
the combined Central and North-Central ACDA Regional Convention in 
Chicago, Illinois, in 2018. In 2013, White received the Advocate for Choral 
Excellence award from ACDA–MN.

Noah Palmer, Conductor

Noah Palmer is one of the Capital Region’s most in-demand collaborators. 
He was recently appointed artistic director of Saratoga Voices, an 80-
voice choir in Saratoga Springs, New York. He also serves as the assistant 
director and accompanist for Albany Pro Musica, assistant conductor of 
Concerts in the Village in Kinderhook, New York, and artistic director of 
music at Trinity Lenox. In 2018, Palmer made his orchestral conducting 
debuts with both Concerts in the Village and Albany Pro Musica, following 
his opera debut with the Midwest Institute of Opera in 2015.
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As a choral conductor, Palmer has led, among 
other groups, Albany Pro Musica, Saratoga 
Voices, the Battenkill Chorale, the Northern 
Berkshire Chorale, the Sage Singers, and the 
Vermont Symphony Orchestra Chorus. In 2016, 
he served as chorus master at the prestigious 
Merola Opera Program with the San Francisco 
Opera. In addition to conducting, Palmer is an 
accomplished vocal coach and pianist. He has 
worked with several regional opera companies, 
including Sarasota Opera and Opera North, and 
served as staff pianist for the Berkshire Opera 
Festival.

Sarah Herrington, Conductor

Sarah Herrington is the director of choral studies 
and assistant professor of music education at 
Wayland Baptist University. Additionally, she is 
honored to serve as the artistic director of the 
High Plains Choral Society, based in Amarillo, 
Texas. She is a multi-faceted musician, actively 
engaged in choral conducting, vocal training, 
and serving as a choral clinician and adjudicator. 
She has directed choirs and taught students in 
both public and private school districts, as well 
as at Texas Tech University and Lubbock Christian University. Throughout 
her career, Herrington has been privileged to serve as a conductor of 
school, collegiate, church, and regional choral ensembles, a vocal coach 
and soloist, a private voice and piano instructor, and an accompanist 
in academic and church settings. Herrington is passionate about 
music education and vocal instruction in ensemble environments. Her 
enthusiasm for guiding singers to understand and develop their individual 
instruments is as strong as her love for the music itself. Her research 
interests include promoting healthy vocal technique and advancing music 
literacy within ensembles. She holds a Bachelor of Music Education from 
Wayland Baptist University, a Master of Music in Vocal Performance from 
Texas Tech University, and a Doctor of Musical Arts in Choral Conducting 
from Texas Tech University. Two of Herrington’s greatest blessings in 
life are her sons, Jackson and Mac. She is especially grateful to share her 
passion for choral music—and life’s journey—with her incredibly gifted 
husband and fellow conductor, Dr. Scott Herrington.
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Amani Cole-Felder, Soprano

Soprano Amani Cole-Felder is a 2023 graduate of 
the Metropolitan Opera Lindemann Young Artist 
Program, where she debuted as the Strawberry 
Woman in Porgy and Bess and sang Woman of 
Crete in Idomeneo. As an Opera Theatre of Saint 
Louis Gaddes Festival Artist, she sang Lucy/Lovie 
Alexander in Treemonisha and covered the title 
role in Susannah. With Aspen Opera Theater, 
Cole-Felder sang Pamina in Die Zauberflöte 
conducted by Patrick Summers and Donna 

Anna in Don Giovanni under Dame Jane Glover. She also joined Fargo-
Moorhead Opera as Liù in Turandot. This season, Cole-Felder performs 
with Salt Marsh Opera, New Haven Symphony (Ordering of Moses), 
and she joins Cincinnati Opera for a workshop of Kevin Day and Tifara 
Brown’s Lalovavi. She also makes her Carnegie Hall debut in Mozart’s 
“Coronation” Mass with MidAmerica Productions. Cole-Felder holds 
degrees from Westminster Choir College and New England Conservatory.

Jonathan Patton, Baritone

Praised for his surging voice and compelling 
stage presence, baritone Jonathan Patton is 
making his mark on the opera world in a diverse 
repertoire spanning classical and contemporary 
works. A native of Durango, Colorado, he is 
currently in his third season as a Cafritz Young 
Artist with the Washington National Opera. 
During the 2024–2025 season, Patton takes on 
the title role in the Young Artist performance 
of The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs by Mason Bates 

and was featured as Macbeth in WNO’s look-in performance of Verdi’s 
Macbeth. He also participated in the company’s annual American Opera 
Initiative, singing the role of Austin in JL Marlor and Claire Fuyuko 
Bierman’s Cry, Wolf. On the concert platform, Patton made his debut as 
Montano in Otello with National Symphony Orchestra.

Davide Alogna, Violin

Davide Alogna is an eclectic violinist with an international background. 
He graduated with honors in violin and piano from the “G. Verdi” 
Conservatory in Como and earned a master’s diploma in solo violin and 
chamber music at the Conservatoire de Paris, receiving the Premier Prix 
à l’unanimité. He also studied composition at the Accademia Chigiana 
in Siena under Giuliano Carmignola—who praised him as “an amazing 
talent.” He has performed in prestigious venues such as Teatro alla Scala; 
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Berliner Philharmonie; Suntory Hall (Tokyo); 
Smetana Hall (Prague); Shanghai Grand Theatre; 
Salle Cortot (Paris); Gasteig and Herkulessaal 
(Germany); Palacio de Bellas Artes (Mexico City); 
Mahidol Hall (Bangkok); and Verdi Auditorium 
(Milan). Alogna has played with major orchestras 
including the London Symphony, La Scala 
Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra Sinfonica di 
Milano, and Chamber Orchestra of New York. 
He has collaborated with artists such as Natalia 
Gutman, Eliso Virsaladze, Bruno Canino, and 
Roberto Prosseda. His recordings appear on 
Warner Classics, Naxos, Brilliant Classics, Amadeus, and Phoenix Classics, 
and he’s been named “Artist of the Month” by Amadeus Magazine and 
Suonare News. Since 2023, he has been soloist in residence with I Musici 
della Scala in Milan and is a tenured professor of violin at the “G. Verdi” 
Conservatory in Como, performing on a 1690 Antonio Stradivari and a 
1930 Anselmo Gotti violin.

Giorgio Rodolfo Marini, Conductor

Giorgio Rodolfo Marini obtained a degree 
in orchestral conducting from the State 
Conservatory of Music “Arrigo Boito” in Parma 
in 1993 and refined his skills at the schools of 
distinguished Italian and international masters, 
including Hans-Priem Bergrath, Ferenc Nagy, 
Emil Simon, and Ervin Acel. He has since 
conducted numerous concerts in Italy and 
abroad for various philharmonic societies and 
international institutions, leading both Italian 
and foreign orchestras in world premieres by composers such as Roberto 
Molinelli, Andreina Costantini, Davide Remigio, Massimo Ravazzin, and 
Paolo Cavallone. He has also collaborated with renowned soloists including 
Bruno Canino, Carlo Levi Minzi, Davide Alogna, Eilana Lappalainen, 
Svetlana Berezhnaya, and Francesca Patanè. A regular guest at prestigious 
festivals and concert series—such as the Perosi Festival, Serate Musicali 
in Milan, Como Classica, and Brescia Suona—he has released several CDs 
with IMD Music. He is currently the musical and artistic director of the 
Insubria Chamber Orchestra and serves as its principal conductor.
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Preston Hawes, New England Symphonic 
Ensemble Artistic Director and Concertmaster

Hailed by the European Academy of Arts and 
Sciences as an “electrifying and virtuosic” 
performer with “exquisite taste and rare 
talent,” Canadian violinist Dr. Preston Hawes 
is a laureate of the Concours de musique du 
Canada, the Andrews International Music 
Competitions, and the Prix de Musique de 
Chambre à Fontainebleau, and is a recipient 
of the J.C. Van Hulsteyn Award and Peabody 

Career Grant. He has been heard as a soloist in more than 35 countries 
and in venues such as Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center, and 
Plovdiv Symphony Hall. Having earned a Master of Music degree and the 
coveted Artist Diploma at Yale University, Hawes completed his studies by 
earning a Doctorate of Musical Arts from the Peabody Institute of Johns 
Hopkins University. Hawes is a professor of music and director of strings 
at Washington Adventist University in Takoma Park, Maryland, and is the 
artistic director of the New England Symphonic Ensemble. 

New England Symphonic Ensemble

With performances described as “flawless” (Rhodes Magazine), the New 
England Symphonic Ensemble (NESE), under the artistic direction of Dr. 
Preston Hawes, is among the most frequently featured organizations in 
Carnegie Hall. Since its inception in 1989, the NESE has drawn global 
critical acclaim in hundreds of concerts on the world’s most prestigious 
stages. In collaboration with MidAmerica Productions, the NESE has 
been led by a roster of guest conductors including John Rutter, Peter 
Tiboris, Sherrill Milnes, Helmuth Rilling, Simon Carrington, and 
Jonathan Willcocks, and regularly hosts international guest soloists. 
NESE world premieres include Dinos Constantinides’s Byron’s Greece, 
Hymn to the Human Spirit, and Midnight Fantasy II for wind ensemble; 
John Rutter’s Cantate Domino, Distant Land, Magnificat, and Mass of 
the Children; and John Leavitt’s A Christmas Garland. The NESE boasts 
multiple US premieres, including Mozart’s Die Schuldigkeit des ersten 
Gebots, Reimann’s Concerto for Violin and Cello, Tchaikovsky’s Ode to Joy, 
and René Clausen’s Hellas: In the Name of Freedom. The NESE can be 
heard on the Naxos label in an award-winning recording of spirituals with 
internationally renowned mezzo-soprano, the late Barbara Smith Conrad.
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New England Symphonic Ensemble
First Violins
Agata Manka
Dylan Ebrahimian
Katie Pawluk
Celine Boulben
Marina Fragoulis
Amneris Puscasu
Rafailia Kapsokavadi
João Felipe Da Fraga

Second Violins
Ana Milosavljevic
Eun Jung Lee
Marc Szammer
Tina Clara Lee
Everhard Paredes
JD Hunter
Emma Northcutt
Aaron Boscanin

Violas
Moujan Hosseinzadeh
Surai Balbeisi
Thomas Purcell
Elise Frawley
Blake Allen
Dudley Raine IV 
Mitsuru Kubo
Elisa Mingo

Cellos
Kevin Charlestream
Christopher Cortez
Maria Hadge
Katie Chambers
Noah Koh
Sonna Kim
Martha Sprague

Basses
Kyle Colina
Laurence Goldman
Lorenzo Sandi

Flutes
Jessica Taskov
Cynthia Kimmel 

Oboes
Viatcheslav Znatchenii 
Phil Rashkin

Clarinets
Boris Shpitalnik
Narek Arutyunian 

Bassoons
Gili Sharrett
Dirk Wels

Horns
Taylor Peterson
Nicolee Kuester
Kevin Saum
Sigrun Kahl

Trumpets
Justin Nurin
Atse Theodros

Trombones
Burt Mason
Eric Coughlin
Ehren Valmé

Timpani
Katherine Fortunato
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MidAmerica Productions, Inc.

Founded by Conductor, Music Educator, Entrepreneur Peter Tiboris over 
40 years ago, MidAmerica Productions has brought together conductors, 
soloists, and choral and instrumental ensembles from the US and abroad 
to appear at New York’s top venues, including Stern Auditorium / 
Perelman Stage, Weill Recital Hall, and Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall; and 
Alice Tully Hall and Avery Fisher Hall (now David Geffen Hall) at Lincoln 
Center. Additionally, MidAmerica Productions has presented concerts 
in numerous US cities and in countries throughout the world, including 
Greece, England, Austria, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Italy, France, 
Portugal, Sweden, and Russia. MidAmerica Productions’ concerts have 
showcased choral groups singing oratorios with talented conductors, full 
orchestra, and professional soloists; individual instrumental and choral 
groups performing as part of the Ensemble Spotlight Series; and solo 
recitals. Diverse programs have included Madrigal Festivals, Vocal Jazz 
Festivals, National Wind Ensemble, National Festival Youth Orchestra, 
and Sweet Adelines. Among the renowned guest conductors who have 
led MidAmerica’s concerts are Sir John Rutter (who has conducted more 
than 140 concerts in Stern Auditorium / Perelman Stage at Carnegie 
Hall), Sherrill Milnes, Lukas Foss, Helmuth Rilling, H. Robert Reynolds, 
JoAnne Falletta, Michael Morgan, and Jonathan Willcocks. More than 
800 conductors have conducted on MidAmerica’s series in New York and 
abroad, sharing the stage with 1,300 solo artists from the world’s greatest 
opera companies and concert stages, and 3,700 choral ensembles from the 
US and abroad. There have been 174 youth and collegiate orchestras as 
well as 146 youth and collegiate bands, jazz bands, and wind ensembles.

MidAmerica Productions | 265 Sunrise Highway, Suite 1-183; Rockville Centre, NY 11570  
212-239-0205 | midamerica-music.com | contact@midamerica-music.com

Content for this program was provided by the presenter and does not necessarily 
reflect views or beliefs held by Carnegie Hall. Carnegie Hall is not responsible for any 
inaccurate or misleading statements, omissions, and/or errors in this program. All usage 
rights required herein are the responsibility of the presenter, and content has been 
included based on presenter’s representation that it has secured all necessary rights.
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