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CLAUDIO Magnificat a sei voci
MONTEVERDI I. Magnificat
I1. Et exsultavit
II1. Quia respexit
IV. Quia fecit
V. Et misericordia
VI. Fecit potentiam
VII. Deposuit
VIII. Esurientes
IX. Suscepit Israel
X. Sicut locutus est
XI. Gloria Patri
XII. Sicut erat

Julia Swan Laird, Soprano

Madison Marie McIntosh, Mezzo-Soprano
Brad Bickhardt, Tenor

Carl DuPont, Bass-Baritone

Kathy Orth, Organ

Nicole Baker, Conductor

Participating Choruses:
Jouyssance Early Music Ensemble, Los Angeles, CA (Nicole Baker, Director)

St. Philip the Apostle Church Choir, Pasadena, CA (Nicole Baker, Director)
First United Methodist Church Sanctuary Choir, Appleton, WI (Matthew C. Harden, Director)

INTERMISSION
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GEORGE Zadok The Priest, HWV 258
FRIDERIC HANDEL 1. Zadok the priest
2. And all the people rejoiced
3. God save the King

GEORGE The King Shall Rejoice, HWV 260
FRIDERIC HANDEL 1. The King shall rejoice

2. Exceeding glad shall he be

3. Glory and great worship

4. Alleluia

Kathy Orth, Organ
Scott D. Glysson, Conductor

ANTONIO VIVALDI Magnificat, RV 610
I. Magnificat
II. Et exultavit
IT1. Et misericordia
1V. Fecit potentiam
V. Deposuit potentes de sede
VI. Esurientes implevit bonis
VII. Suscepit Israel
VIII. Sicut locutus est
IX. Gloria patri

Julia Swan Laird, Soprano

Madison Marie McIntosh, Mezzo-Soprano
Brad Bickhardt, Tenor

Carl DuPont, Bass-Baritone

JOHANN Sanctus in C Major, BWV 237
SEBASTIAN BACH

Kathy Orth, Organ
Bradley Miller, Conductor

Participating Choruses:

Cal Poly PolyPhonics, San Luis Obispo, CA (Scott D. Glysson, Director)

College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University Choral Arts Ensemble, Collegeville, MN
(Bradley Miller, Director)

First United Methodist Church Sanctuary Choir, Appleton, WI (Matthew C. Harden, Director)

Jouyssance Early Music Ensemble, Los Angeles, CA (Nicole Baker, Director)

St. Philip the Apostle Church Choir, Pasadena, CA (Nicole Baker, Director)

Paso Robles High School Choir (Forte), Paso Robles, CA (Gaylene Ewing, Director)

INTERMISSION
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LORETTA K. Climate Mass (World Premiere)
NOTARESCHI I. Kyrie

I1. Gloria

III. Sanctus

IV. Agnus Dei

SarahAnn Dufly, Mezzo-Soprano
Nicholas Simpson, Tenor

Colin Levin, Baritone

Raul Dominguez, Conductor

ELAINE HAGENBERG  [lluminare
1. Splendor
I1. Caritas
II1. Nox
IV. Munera pacis
V. lluminare his

Nicholas Simpson, Tenor
Susan Wallis, Piano
Drew Bowers, Conductor

Participating Choruses:

Milton High School Chorus, Milton, GA (Drew Bowers, Director)
Regis University Singers, Denver, CO (Michael Ballard, Director)
Stargate High School Choir, Thornton, CO (Luke Heter, Director)
The Dominguez Singers, Denver, CO (Raul Dominguez, Director)

Please hold your applause until the end of multi-movement works.
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The Program

Program notes for this performance are available in the digital playbill at
midamerica-music.com/programnotes46 or by scanning the QR code below.

Please note that the use of any type of mobile device during the
performance is strictly prohibited.

The Artists

Nicole Baker, Conductor

Choir director, musicologist, and mezzo-soprano
Nicole Baker has served as artistic director of
the Jouyssance Early Music Ensemble since
1999, transforming the group into one of the
top vocal ensembles in the Los Angeles area. A
graduate of Wellesley College, Baker earned her
Master of Fine Arts in vocal performance and
her Ph.D. in music history from the University
of California, Los Angeles. She has conducted
choruses at churches and synagogues throughout
Southern Cahfornla as well as ensembles at both Cal State Fullerton and
Cal State Northrldge She recently retired from the School of Music at Cal
State Fullerton, where she served on the music history faculty for 24 years,
earning the campus-wide Lecturer of the Year award in 2018. In addition
to leading Jouyssance, Baker directs the Traditional Choir at St. Philip the
Apostle Church in Pasadena.
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Julia Swan Laird, Soprano

Delaware native Julia Swan Laird, known for

her “finely placed, lyrical, and purely produced
soprano voice,” is a resident artist at Pittsburgh
Opera where she has performed First Wood Sprite
in Rusalka, Barbarina and a student matinee
performance of Susanna in Le Nozze di Figaro, and
Dalinda in Ariodante. Other appearances include
Lucy in The Telephone with Pittsburgh Festival
Opera, Berta in a joint production of 17 barbiere

di Siviglia with OperaDelaware and Baltimore
Concert Opera (now Opera Baltimore), Fairy Godmother in Pauline
Viardot’s Cinderella with Piedmont Opera, and Suor Genovieffa in Suor
Angelica with OperaWest!. Laird was a Filstrup Resident Artist with Tulsa
Opera in the fall of 2020, where she covered Gilda, and sang Giovanna and
Page in an exciting and innovative new production of Rigoletto, the first live
opera in the US since March 2020.

Madison Marie McIntosh, Mezzo-Soprano

“Sparkling” mezzo-soprano Madison Marie
Mclntosh has been praised for her “prodigious
vocal skills” and “richly textured and strong lower
register” (Voce di Meche). OperaWire has lauded
her “vocal power,” “velvety mezzo-soprano,” and
“abundant vocal and dramatic technique, with

no shortage of soaring high notes and flexible
roulades.” Last season, she performed at Carnegie
Hall as the alto soloist in 1.S. Bach’s Magnificat,
BWYV 243; Vivaldi’s Magnificat, RV 610; and »
Dan Forrest’s Requiem for the Living. McIntosh won The American Prize in
vocal performance in 2020 and has performed roles with companies such

as Caramoor, the Rossini Opera Festival in Pesaro, Teatro Nuovo, Sarasota
Opera, Teatro Grattacielo, and Phoenicia International Festival of the Voice.

Brad Bickhardt, Tenor

Praised for his “healthy and soaring tenor voice”
(The Herald-Times), Korean-American Brad
Bickhardt is a vibrant and versatile performer

in both the operatic and musical theater canon.
Highlight performances have included Nemorino
(The Elixir of Love), Tony (West Side Story), and
Alfredo (La Traviata), as well as originating

the role of Colin in We Wear the Sea Like a

Coat. Additional appearances have included
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filming Stone Soup for Tri-Cities Opera, appearing in recital with Chelsea
Opera and Maryland Opera, and as a guest artist at Baldwin Wallace
Conservatory. Bickhardt has previously appeared with Opera Saratoga in
their critically acclaimed production of Man of La Mancha under the baton
of Broadway conductor, Laura Bergquist, as well as in Opera Naples’s
productions of West Side Story and La Traviata.

Carl DuPont, Bass-Baritone

Carl DuPont is a versatile vocalist, innovative
educator, and business communication expert
dedicated to transformational inclusion and care
of the professional voice. His “rich, nuanced
baritone” has graced stages from the New
York City Opera to El Palacio de Bellas Artes.
DuPont’s artistry is showcased in recordings
including his solo album, The Reaction, featuring
art songs by Black composers. He is an associate
professor at Johns Hopkins University’s Peabody
Institute, directs the Pathways to Doctor of Musical Arts program, teaches
in Executive Education at JHU’s Carey Business School, and leads the
Kennedy Center’s Washington National Opera Institute.

Scott D. Glysson, Conductor

Scott D. Glysson is the director of choral
activities and vocal studies at Cal Poly State
University in San Luis Obispo, California. Under
his leadership, Cal Poly Choirs have performed
at both state and regional ACDA conferences.
He has been recognized for his achievements

in conducting in both the choral and orchestral
genres. His conducting engagements include the
Pazardzhik Symphony Orchestra in Bulgaria,

the Royal Academy of Music in Dublin, Ireland,
the Bel Canto Chorus and Nairobi Conservatory Orchestra in Kenya, the
Greek Radio Orchestra in Athens, Greece, the New England Symphonic
Ensemble at Carnegie Hall, as well as many regional and all-state

festival choruses. In 2017, Glysson was awarded the ACDA International
Conducting Fellowship to Kenya and has since served as a clinician and
co-founder of the bi-annual Nairobi Choral Conducting Workshop. As a
graduate student, Glysson was honored as one of eight finalists from across
the country to compete in the National Choral Conducting Competition
sponsored by the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA). Glysson
has previously held the position of director of choral activities at West
Liberty University in West Virginia and served as artistic director of the
Tucson Masterworks Chorale. He has published work in the fields of music
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education and musicology. Glysson holds a Doctor of Musical Arts and a
Master of Music in Choral Conducting from the University of Arizona and
a Bachelor of Music in Music Education from George Mason University.

Bradley Miller, Conductor

Dr. Bradley Miller is an associate professor of
music at the College of Saint Benedict and Saint
John’s University, where he oversees and leads
the choral program, conducts the CSB+SJU
Chamber Choir and STU Men’s Chorus, and
teaches courses in conducting and music
education. Prior to this appointment, Miller

led the choral programs at the University of
Minnesota Morris from 2014 to 2021 and Towa
Wesleyan College from 2011 to 2014. Miller is

a frequent guest conductor, presenter, clinician, and adjudicator. He has
also conducted internationally, most recently representing the US and the
American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) as a conducting fellow in
the International Conductor Exchange Program. This brought him to Sao
Paulo, Brazil, where he was in residence with the Coral Santa Marcelina
at Colégio Santa Marcelina in Botucatu. Miller is a contributing author
to several repertoire resource guides in volume three of Teaching Music
through Performance in Choir, published by GIA. He also co-authored The
Conductor’s Perspective, a collection of interviews with some of the nation’s
foremost conductors, published in the Choral Journal. Additionally, he
has written articles for the state ACDA publications of Arizona, Towa,
Minnesota, and Wisconsin. Miller earned a Doctor of Musical Arts in
choral conducting from the University of Arizona, a Master of Music in
choral conducting from the University of Minnesota, and a Bachelor of
Arts in music education from Concordia College, Moorhead.

Raul Dominguez, Conductor

Dr. Raul Dominguez is the associate director

of choral studies at Pacific Lutheran University
(PLU) in the Tacoma, Washington area, where he
conducts the University Chorale and University
Singers, and teaches courses in secondary
methods and the conducting sequence. He is

also the associate conductor for Choral Union,
PLU’s community ensemble. Prior to PLU, he
served as the director of choral activities at Regis
University in Denver, Colorado. Dominguez
earned his Doctor of Musical Arts in Choral Conducting and Literature
from the University of Colorado Boulder and his Master of Music in
Choral Conducting from Ithaca College in New York. Before that, he
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taught at Clear Lake High School in his hometown of Houston, Texas,
after graduating from Oklahoma City University with Bachelor of Music
degrees in Music Education and Vocal Performance. He would like to
thank composer Dr. Loretta Notareschi and poet Professor Alyse Knorr for
their thoughtful work on Climate Mass.

SarahAnn Duffy, Mezzo-Soprano

Praised for her “liquid gold” mezzo (Opera
Today), American mezzo-soprano SarahAnn
Duffy is gaining recognition on stages across the
country. Upcoming performances in the 2025
season include her return to The Glimmerglass
Festival as Celeste 2 in Sunday in the Park with
George. Recent highlights from the past season
include her unexpected debut as Endimione in
La Calisto at The Glimmerglass Festival, as well
as her performances as Mercédes in Carmen and
Laura in Luisa Miller with Sarasota Opera. Other notable performances
include Duffy’s role and company debut as Rosina in I/ Barbiere di Siviglia
at Opera NEO, her company debut with Chautauqua Opera as a Young
Artist—where she premiered Love, Loss, and The Century Upon Us by Rene
Orth and Jerry Dye—and her return to Sarasota Opera as Kate Pinkerton
in Madama Butterfly, where she was honored with the Helen Jepson
Dellera Fellowship Award.

Nicholas Simpson, Tenor

Nicholas Simpson has been praised by Opera
News for his “full-bodied, brightly projected
voice.” An award-winning singer, Simpson has
performed on all seven continents in repertoire
spanning Broadway to opera. His roles include
Cavaradossi (Tosca, Maryland Symphony),
Charles IT (Prince of Players, Little Opera
Theatre of NY), Tannhduser (Apotheosis Opera),
Kronprinz (Silent Night, Fort Worth Opera),
Pinkerton (Madama Butterfly, Orchestra of St.
Peter by the Sea), and Paul (Die Tote Stadt, Cleveland Opera), earning
praise from Cleveland Classical. Recent and upcoming engagements
include Erisso (Maometto II, Teatro Nuovo, Lincoln Center), Lohengrin
(Metropolitan Opera Guild showcase), and Almaviva (The Barber of
Seville, Opéra Louisiane, Druid City Opera, 2025). He has also performed
Cavaradossi (Tosca, Teatro Lirico D’Europa, Tulsa Opera) and starred in
an opera showcase as Samson (Samson et Dalila, New York City).
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Colin Levin, Baritone

American baritone Colin Levin returns to Stern
Auditorium / Perelman Stage at Carnegie Hall,
where he has previously appeared as the baritone
soloist in Giovanni Battista Martini’s Domine

ad adjuvandum me festina with MidAmerica
Productions. This season’s appearances include
the world premiere of the digital orchestra
baritone song cycle, New Words, New Instruments,
New Duos in Edinburgh with Drake Music
Scotland and in Glasgow with Nordic Music
Days. Other engagements include Haydn’s “Lord Nelson” Mass with the
Cape Symphony, Messiah with the Hudson Valley Symphony Orchestra,
and Nordic art music recitals with the Summarténar Festival throughout
the Faroe Islands. In the fall of 2025, Levin will make his Harpa Concert
Hall debut in Reykjavik, Iceland, with the festival Operudagar, premiering
a new baritone chamber song cycle with the professional chorus Hljomeyki
and members of the Icelandic Symphony Orchestra.

Drew Bowers, Conductor

Drew Bowers was appointed director of choral
activities at Milton High School in 2007,

where he conducts Chorale, Women’s Select,
and Concert Choir, and oversees the four
extracurricular ensembles. He previously taught
AP Music Theory. Prior to his appointment

at Milton, Bowers was the choral director at
Carrollton Junior High School in Carrollton,
Georgia. Professional memberships include the
American Choral Directors Association, Georgia
Music Educators Association, MENC, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, and Pi
Kappa Lambda. He is currently serving as the fine arts department chair
at Milton High School and has served in various leadership roles within
ACDA and GMEA. A native of Georgia, he holds a Master of Music degree
in Choral Conducting from Louisiana State University, where he studied
conducting with Ken Fulton and Sara Lynn Baird, and voice with Loraine
Sims. He also holds a Bachelor of Music Education degree from Shorter
College, where he studied conducting with John Ratledge and voice with
Brian Horne. Bowers’s performance career has allowed him to conduct
various honor choirs throughout the southeast and Europe, including the
following locations: Haydn Hall, St. Mark’s, St. Peter’s Basilica, Kéln
Cathedral, Bonn Minster, and others. His awards include: 2019 STAR
Teacher, 2017 Milton HS Teacher of the Year, 2014 Winner of the Atlanta
Families Awards for Excellence in Education, 2013 Shuler Hensley Award
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for Musical Direction—Spamalot, and he has been honored as the Milton
HS Spotlight Teacher on multiple occasions. Bowers is currently the
director of music at Alpharetta Presbyterian Church in Alpharetta, Georgia.

Preston Hawes, New England Symphonic
Ensemble Artistic Director and Concertmaster

Hailed by the European Academy of Arts and
Sciences as an “electrifying and virtuosic”
performer with “exquisite taste and rare

talent,” Canadian violinist Dr. Preston Hawes

is a laureate of the Concours de musique du
Canada, the Andrews International Music
Competitions, and the Prix de Musique de
Chambre a Fontainebleau, and is a recipient

of the J.C. Van Hulsteyn Award and Peabody
Career Grant. He has been heard as a soloist in more than 35 countries
and in venues such as Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center, and
Plovdiv Symphony Hall. Having ecarned a Master of Music degree and the
coveted Artist Diploma at Yale University, Hawes completed his studies by
earning a Doctorate of Musical Arts from the Peabody Institute of Johns
Hopkins University. Hawes is a professor of music and director of strings
at Washington Adventist University in Takoma Park, Maryland, and is the
artistic director of the New England Symphonic Ensemble.

New England Symphonic Ensemble

With performances described as “flawless” (Rhodes Magazine), the New
England Symphonic Ensemble (NESE), under the artistic direction of Dr.
Preston Hawes, is among the most frequently featured organizations in
Carnegie Hall. Since its inception in 1989, the NESE has drawn global
critical acclaim in hundreds of concerts on the world’s most prestigious
stages. In collaboration with MidAmerica Productions, the NESE has
been led by a roster of guest conductors including John Rutter, Peter
Tiboris, Sherrill Milnes, Helmuth Rilling, Simon Carrington, and
Jonathan Willcocks, and regularly hosts international guest soloists.
NESE world premieres include Dinos Constantinides’s Byron’s Greece,
Hymn to the Human Spirit, and Midnight Fantasy II for wind ensemble;
John Rutter’s Cantate Domino, Distant Land, Magnificat, and Mass of

the Children; and John Leavitt’s A Christmas Garland. The NESE boasts
multiple US premieres, including Mozart’s Die Schuldigkeit des ersten
Gebots, Reimann’s Concerto for Violin and Cello, Tchaikovsky’s Ode o Joy,
and René Clausen’s Hellas: In the Name of Freedom. The NESE can be
heard on the Naxos label in an award-winning recording of spirituals with
internationally renowned mezzo-soprano, the late Barbara Smith Conrad.
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New England Symphonic Ensemble

First Violins
Preston Hawes

Funda Cizmecioglu

Robert Radliff
Agata Manka
Katie Thomas

Dylan Ebrahimian

Katie Pawluk
Jonathan Block

Second Violins

Ana Milosavljevic

Eun Jung Lee

Amneris Puscasu
Marina Fragoulis
Rafailia Kapsokavadi

Thomas Purcell
Aina Ivanova
Jennifer Tiboris
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Violas

Mitsuru Kubo
Dudley Raine IV
Surai Balbeisi
Kerrick Sasaki
Tina Clara Lee
Nicholas Pauly

Cellos

Christopher Cortez
Kevin Charlestream
Katie Chambers
Laura Masferrer
Peter Prosser

Sam Quiggins

Basses

Kyle Colina
Laurence Goldman
Lorenzo Sandi

Flute
Jessica Taskov

Oboes
Boris Baev
Phil Rashkin

Bassoons
Gili Sharrett
Dirk Wels

Horns
Ser Konvalin
Blair Hamrick

Trumpets

Justin Nurin
Christopher Delgado
Alejandro Samame

Timpani
Katherine Fortunato

Percussion
Zoey Cobb

3/21/25 11:45AM
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MidAmerica Productions, Inc.

For over 40 years, MidAmerica Productions has brought together
conductors, soloists, and choral and instrumental ensembles from the

US and abroad to appear at New York’s top venues, including Stern
Auditorium / Perelman Stage, Weill Recital Hall, and Zankel Hall at
Carnegic Hall; and Alice Tully Hall and Avery Fisher Hall (now David
Geffen Hall) at Lincoln Center. Additionally, MidAmerica Productions
has presented concerts in numerous US cities and in countries throughout
the world, including Greece, England, Austria, Bulgaria, the Czech
Republic, Ttaly, France, Portugal, Sweden, and Russia. MidAmerica
Productions’ concerts have showcased choral groups singing oratorios with
talented conductors, full orchestra, and professional soloists; individual
instrumental and choral groups performing as part of the Ensemble
Spotlight Series; and solo recitals. Diverse programs have included
Madrigal Festivals, Vocal Jazz Festivals, National Wind Ensemble,
National Festival Youth Orchestra, and Sweet Adelines. Among the
renowned guest conductors who have led MidAmerica’s concerts are

Sir John Rutter (who has conducted more than 140 concerts in Stern
Auditorium / Perelman Stage at Carnegie Hall), Sherrill Milnes, Lukas
Foss, Helmuth Rilling, H. Robert Reynolds, JoAnne Falletta, Michael
Morgan, and Jonathan Willcocks. More than 800 conductors have
conducted on MidAmerica’s series in New York and abroad, sharing the
stage with 1,300 solo artists from the world’s greatest opera companies and
concert stages, and 3,700 choral ensembles from the US and abroad. There
have been 174 youth and collegiate orchestras as well as 146 youth and
collegiate bands, jazz bands, and wind ensembles. Today’s performance
marks MidAmerica Productions’ 1,500th concert worldwide.

MidAmerica Productions | 265 Sunrise Highway, Suite 1-183; Rockville Centre, NY 11570
212-239-0205 | midamerica-music.com | contact@midamerica-music.com

Content for this program was provided by the presenter and does not necessarily
reflect views or beliefs held by Carnegie Hall. Carnegie Hall is not responsible for any
inaccurate or misleading statements, omissions, and/or errors in this program. All usage
rights required herein are the responsibility of the presenter, and content has been
included based on presenter’s representation that it has secured all necessary rights.
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