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Peter Tiboris: Founder and General Director Emeritus
Sir John Rutter, CBE: Conductor Laureate

Sunday, June 29, 2025 at 1 PM
Isaac Stern Auditorium / Ronald O. Perelman Stage

New England Symphonic
Ensemble

Preston Hawes, Artistic Director and Concertmaster

GWYNETH WALKER Selections from Songs for Women’s Voices
I. Women Should Be Pedestals
II. Mornings Innocent
IV. Love is a Rain of Diamonds
V.In Autumn
VI.1 Will Be Earth

MELISSA DUNPHY / Wild Embers / Fire
KATERINA GIMON

GWYNETH WALKER The Tree of Peace
Kathleen R. Hansen, Conductor
Participating Choruses:

San Diego Women’s Chorus, San Diego, CA (Kathleen R. Hansen, Director)
Saint Dominic Academy Glee Club, Jersey City, NT (Joseph Napoli, Director)

INTERMISSION
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JAKE RUNESTAD Into the Light
I. The Universe of Light
II. The Lightless Dark
III. The Warm Fogs of Fear
IV. Flower Into Kindness
V. Into the Light

Quincy O. Dobbs, Piano
Matthew J. Packer, Conductor

MORTEN LAURIDSEN Lux Aeterna

L. Introitus

II. In te, Domine, speravi
III. O nata lux

IV. Veni, Sancte Spiritus
V. Agnus Dei

Michael Martin, Conductor

Participating Choruses:

Cross Creek Chorale, Fayetteville, NC (Michael Martin, Director)
Cumberland Choral Arts, Fayetteville, NC (Michael Martin, Director)
PhilHarmonia, Philadelphia, PA (Mitos Andaya Hart, Director)
UniSong Chorale, MI, (Matthew Packer, Conductor)

INTERMISSION

Ensemble Spotlight Series

Greater New Orleans Youth Orchestra
Assisted by the New England Symphonic Ensemble

LUDWIG Overture to Fidelio, Op. 72

VAN BEETHOVEN

ROBERT SHELDON Danzas Cubanas

OCCIDE JEANTY La Délaissée et ses soupirs

MICHAEL RIHNER Festive Overture (World Premiere)

TRADITIONAL International Dixieland Jamboree
(arr. Bill Holcombe)

Jean Montes, Conductor

Please hold your applause until the end of multi-movement works.

06-29 1PM MidAmerica (ISA).indd 16 6/18/25 11:47 AM



The Program

Program notes for this performance are available in the digital playbill at
midamerica-music.com/programnotes629 or by scanning the QR code below:

Please note that the use of any type of mobile device during the
performance is strictly prohibited.
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The Artists

Kathleen R. Hansen, Conductor

Kathleen R. Hansen is the artistic director of the
130-voice San Diego Women’s Chorus, where
she leads with passion, precision, and a deep
commitment to community and inclusion. A
respected conductor, educator, and vocal coach,
Hansen has directed the chorus since 2014,
guiding its artistic and organizational growth. In
addition to her work with SDWC, she serves as
master director of the San Diego Chorus of Sweet
Adelines International, 411 artistic advisor for
GALA Choruses, and a faculty member of Sweet Adelines International.
Hansen holds degrees in music education and conducting from San

Diego State University and is currently pursuing her Doctor of Musical
Arts degree at Boston University, focusing on trauma-informed practices
in adult community choruses. A champion of accessible vocal education,
she is also the creator of Vocal Warmups with Kathleen, a mobile app

and accompanying YouTube channel. Her work reflects her belief in the
transformative power of music-making and group singing.

Michael Martin, Conductor

Dr. Michael D. Martin is the artistic director
of Cumberland Choral Arts in Fayetteville,
North Carolina. He earned his Bachelor of
Music Education and Master of Music degrees
from the University of Maine and completed
his PhD in Music Education at Kent State
University. He has taught grades four through
12 in choral, band, and orchestral education
positions throughout Maine, New Hampshire,
and Massachusetts. He has received recognition
as a teacher and conductor, including several teaching awards, and

has served as a guest conductor, vocal clinician, and adjudicator for
numerous music festivals. Martin has also enjoyed extensive involvement
in conducting community choral groups in New Hampshire and Maine.
He gained national attention with his championship barbershop quartet,
The Management (1986-2003), touring New England schools in support of
music programs. Under his leadership, Cumberland Choral Arts (formerly
Cumberland Oratorio Singers) was a finalist for the American Prize in
Community Chorus Performance and was inducted into the Fayetteville
Music Hall of Fame. The ensemble has performed at Carnegic Hall and
toured Vienna and Prague in 2024. At Methodist University, his MU
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Chorale toured Europe twice and performed across the US from Orlando
to Boston. The group recorded two CDs: 4 Yuletide Keepsake and Legacy.
He is currently the director of the Sandhills Community College Chorus
and director of choirs at Pinecrest High School, where he conducts the
Concert Choir, Chamber Ensemble, and Bella Voce (women’s chorus).

Matthew J. Packer, Conductor

Dr. Matthew J. Packer has served as adjunct
faculty choir director at Mott Community
College since 2010, directing both the Mott
Choir and the Chamber Singers. He earned his
Bachelor of Music Education and Master of
Music degrees from Central Michigan University
in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, and holds a Doctor
of Worship Studies degree from the Robert

E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies in
Orange Park, Florida. Packer spent several years
on the board of the Michigan chapter of the American Choral Directors
Association and currently serves on the board of the Flint-based Unity

in Diversity Event. In addition to his work at Mott, he is a musician for
Heart to Heart Hospice and directs the Chancel Choir at Fenton United
Methodist Church as well as the Flint Male Chorus. He enjoys writing and
arranging choral works, spending time with his wife and family, and taking
rides in the country on his Indian Motorcycle.

Jean Montes, Conductor

Dr. Jean Montes is a dynamic conductor,
educator, clinician, and performer known for

his ability to engage and inspire musicians

and audiences alike. He serves as director of
orchestral studies, coordinator of strings, and
professor of cello at Loyola University New
Orleans, where he conducts orchestral ensembles
and teaches courses in conducting, string
pedagogy, chamber music, orchestration, and
music history. He is also the music director

of the Greater New Orleans Youth Orchestra (GNOYO), which he led in
its Carnegie Hall debut and international tour to France. Born in Port-
au-Prince, Haiti, Montes studied cello at the Holy Trinity School of
Music and went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in cello performance from
Duquesne University, a master’s in music education from the University
of Akron, and a Doctor of Musical Arts in orchestral conducting from
the University of Towa. His dissertation focused on the history of Haitian
music, and he continues to champion orchestral works by Haitian
composers. Montes is in high demand as a guest conductor, clinician,
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and adjudicator across the US and abroad. Notable appearances include
engagements with the Louisiana Philharmonic, Virginia Symphony,
Richmond Symphony, Cedar Rapids Symphony, and the NAfME All-
National Honor Symphony Orchestra. He has conducted numerous all-
state orchestras and led clinics in France, Russia, Haiti, Las Vegas, and

at the Midwest Clinic. He was appointed by the mayor of Minneapolis to
serve as co-chair of Minneapolis Mosaic, a summer celebration of over 150
culturally diverse arts organizations. Montes created and conducted the
Minneapolis Mosaic Symphony Orchestra, bringing together professionals,
educators, students, and community musicians for a sold-out performance
at Orchestra Hall, which featured the world premiere of Mosaic: Cedar
and Lake by Carry John Franklin. Montes and his wife, Sarah, live in New
Orleans with their children, Jaz Léonard and Soley Mica. A passionate
advocate for music education and cultural diversity, he brings dedication,
vision, and joy to every ensemble he leads.

Preston Hawes, New England Symphonic
Ensemble Artistic Director and Concertmaster

Hailed by the European Academy of Arts and
Sciences as an “clectrifying and virtuosic”
performer with “exquisite taste and rare

talent,” Canadian violinist Dr. Preston Hawes

is a laureate of the Concours de musique du
Canada, the Andrews International Music
Competitions, and the Prix de Musique de
Chambre a Fontainebleau, and is a recipient

of the J.C. Van Hulsteyn Award and Peabody
Career Grant. He has been heard as a soloist in more than 35 countries
and in venues such as Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center, and
Plovdiv Symphony Hall. Having earned a Master of Music degree and the
coveted Artist Diploma at Yale University, Hawes completed his studies by
earning a Doctorate of Musical Arts from the Peabody Institute of Johns
Hopkins University. Hawes is a professor of music and director of strings
at Washington Adventist University in Takoma Park, Maryland, and is the
artistic director of the New England Symphonic Ensemble.

New England Symphonic Ensemble

With performances described as “flawless” (Rhodes Magazine), the New
England Symphonic Ensemble (NESE), under the artistic direction of Dr.
Preston Hawes, is among the most frequently featured organizations in
Carnegie Hall. Since its inception in 1989, the NESE has drawn global
critical acclaim in hundreds of concerts on the world’s most prestigious
stages. In collaboration with MidAmerica Productions, the NESE has
been led by a roster of guest conductors including John Rutter, Peter
Tiboris, Sherrill Milnes, Helmuth Rilling, Simon Carrington, and
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Jonathan Willcocks, and regularly hosts international guest soloists.

NESE world premieres include Dinos Constantinides’s Byron’s Greece,
Hymn to the Human Spirit, and Midnight Fantasy II for wind ensemble;
John Rutter’s Cantate Domino, Distant Land, Magnificat, and Mass of

the Children; and John Leavitt’s A Christmas Garland. The NESE boasts
multiple US premieres, including Mozart’s Die Schuldigkeit des ersten
Gebots, Reimann’s Concerto for Violin and Cello, Tchaikovsky’s Ode to Joy,
and René Clausen’s Hellas: In the Name of Freedom. The NESE can be
heard on the Naxos label in an award-winning recording of spirituals with
internationally renowned mezzo-soprano, the late Barbara Smith Conrad.

New England Symphonic Ensemble

First Violins

Funda Cizmecioglu
Agata Manka

Katie Pawluk
Valentina Anzola
Katie Thomas
Gabriella Apola
Dylan Ebrahimian
Heather Frank-Olsen

Second Violins
Eun Jung Lee
Ana Milosavljevic
Marc Szammer
Celine Boulben
Elissa Cassini
Tason Garcia
Asara Greaves
Amneris Puscasu

Violas

Mitsuru Kubo
Christian Barros
Kerrick Sasaki
Tina Clara Lee
Thomas Purcell
Surai Balbeisi
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Cellos

Kevin Charlestream
Christopher Cortez
Sofiia Yatsyshyna
Martha Sprague
Marc Trembovelski
Katie Chambers

Basses

Kyle Colina
Laurence Goldman
Lorenzo Sandi

Flutes
Cynthia Kimmel
Jessica Taskov

Oboe
Megan Wojtyla

Clarinet
Boris Shpitalnik

Bassoon
Gili Sharrett

Horns
Tim McCarthy
Taylor Peterson

Ser Konvalin
Principal relief

Trumpets
Justin Nurin
Christopher Delgado

Trombone
Samuel George

Percussion

Zoey Cobb
Stella Perlic
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MidAmerica Productions, Inc.

Founded by Conductor, Music Educator, Entrepreneur Peter Tiboris over
40 years ago, MidAmerica Productions has brought together conductors,
soloists, and choral and instrumental ensembles from the US and abroad
to appear at New York’s top venues, including Stern Auditorium /
Perelman Stage, Weill Recital Hall, and Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall; and
Alice Tully Hall and Avery Fisher Hall (now David Geffen Hall) at Lincoln
Center. Additionally, MidAmerica Productions has presented concerts

in numerous US cities and in countries throughout the world, including
Greece, England, Austria, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Italy, France,
Portugal, Sweden, and Russia. MidAmerica Productions’ concerts have
showcased choral groups singing oratorios with talented conductors, full
orchestra, and professional soloists; individual instrumental and choral
groups performing as part of the Ensemble Spotlight Series; and solo
recitals. Diverse programs have included Madrigal Festivals, Vocal Jazz
Festivals, National Wind Ensemble, National Festival Youth Orchestra,
and Sweet Adelines. Among the renowned guest conductors who have

led MidAmerica’s concerts are Sir John Rutter (who has conducted more
than 140 concerts in Stern Auditorium / Perelman Stage at Carnegie
Hall), Sherrill Milnes, Lukas Foss, Helmuth Rilling, H. Robert Reynolds,
JoAnne Falletta, Michael Morgan, and Jonathan Willcocks. More than
800 conductors have conducted on MidAmerica’s series in New York and
abroad, sharing the stage with 1,300 solo artists from the world’s greatest
opera companies and concert stages, and 3,700 choral ensembles from the
US and abroad. There have been 174 youth and collegiate orchestras as
well as 146 youth and collegiate bands, jazz bands, and wind ensembles.

MidAmerica Productions | 265 Sunrise Highway, Suite 1-183; Rockville Centre, NY 11570
212-239-0205 | midamerica-music.com | contact@midamerica-music.com

Content for this program was provided by the presenter and does not necessarily
reflect views or beliefs held by Carnegie Hall. Carnegie Hall is not responsible for any
inaccurate or misleading statements, omissions, and/or errors in this program. All usage
rights required herein are the responsibility of the presenter, and content has been
included based on presenter’s representation that it has secured all necessary rights.
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