
Saturday, May 24, 2025 at 8:30 PM
Isaac Stern Auditorium / Ronald O. Perelman Stage

New England Symphonic 
Ensemble
Preston Hawes, Artistic Director and Concertmaster

ELAINE HAGENBERG 	 Selections from Illuminare
		  I. Splendor
		  II. Caritas
		  III. Nox
		  V. Illuminare his

Jeremy Mims, Conductor
Harrison Warner, Piano
Winthrop University Chorale, Rock Hill, SC

	 INTERMISSION

Presented at Carnegie Hall by
MidAmerica Productions, Inc.
1,505th Concert Worldwide, 1,165th in New York, 710th in Carnegie Hall

Peter Tiboris: Founder and General Director Emeritus
Sir John Rutter, CBE: Conductor Laureate
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LEONARD BERNSTEIN 	 Chichester Psalms
		  I. Psalm 108, vs. 2; Psalm 100, entire
		  II. Psalm 23, entire; Psalm 2, vs. 1-4
		  III. Psalm 131, entire; Psalm 133, vs. 1

Rodolfo Girón, Countertenor
Tom Porter, Conductor

JOHANNES BRAHMS 	 Schicksalslied, Op. 54

David Schildkret, Conductor

Participating Choruses:
Alumni and Friends of Bismarck Mandan Civic Chorus, University of Mary, 
   Bismarck State College, Bismarck, ND (Tom Porter, Director)
Arizona Cantilena Chorale, Chandler, AZ (David Schildkret, Director)
Bismark-Mandan Civic Chorus, Bismarck, ND (Tom Porter, Director)
Dayspring Celebration Chorale, Tempe, AZ (David Schildkret, Director)

	 INTERMISSION

MACK WILBERG 	 A Cloud of Witnesses (Carnegie Hall Premiere)

TRADITIONAL 	 “Deep River” (arr. Mack Wilberg)

TRADITIONAL 	 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
	 (arr. Mack Wilberg)

Mack Wilberg, Conductor
John Cantrell, Piano

Participating Choruses:
Clovis High Chamber Ensemble, Clovis, CA (Tamara Spurgeon, Director)
Winthrop University Chorale, Rock Hill, SC (Jeremy Mims, Director)
Central Regional High School, Bayville, NJ (Elizabeth Moore, Director)
Arizona Cantilena Chorale, Chandler, AZ (David Schildkret, Director)

Please hold your applause until the end of multi-movement works.
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Program notes for this performance are available in the digital playbill at 
midamerica-music.com/programnotes524 or by scanning the QR code below:

Please note that the use of any type of mobile device during the 
performance is strictly prohibited.

The Program
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The Artists
Jeremy Mims, Conductor

Dr. Jeremy Mims is associate professor of music 
and director of choral activities at Winthrop 
University. Previously, he was on the faculties of 
Clarke University and Whitman College, where he 
conducted the choirs and orchestra, and he was 
also a public school educator in El Paso, Texas. 
An active clinician and collaborative pianist, Mims 
has served as conductor and pianist for numerous 
high school all-region and all-state choirs, as 
well as for professional and university choirs. 

His choirs have performed at state and regional conventions, at Carnegie 
Hall, and at festivals in Bulgaria, Italy, and the Czech Republic. Mims has 
presented at regional and national conventions of the American Choral 
Directors Association and is president-elect of the South Carolina chapter. 
In 2022, he received second place for the Dale Warland Award in Choral 
Conducting for his role as artistic director of Inspirar, his community choir 
in South Carolina. Mims holds degrees from Hardin-Simmons University 
and the University of Missouri–Kansas City Conservatory of Music and 
Dance. He is the director of music at Grace Lutheran Church in Rock Hill.

Rodolfo Girón, Countertenor

Mexican-American countertenor Rodolfo Girón 
has been described as “an ethereal countertenor 
with a rare gift” by The Berkshire Eagle. Last season, 
he worked with Beth Morrison Projects and 
VisionIntoArt on the creation and world premiere 
of Paola Prestini’s The Old Man and the Sea. In 
addition, he joined the New York Philharmonic for 
the premiere of their commission Keyframes for a 
Hippogriff by Olga Neuwirth, made his debut with 
Opera Montana as Ottone in L’incoronazione di 

Poppea, and performed the Brazilian jazz solos in Golijov’s Oceana as well as 
the alto solo in Mozart’s Requiem with Musica Viva NY. This season, Girón 
joins Heartbeat Opera for Slaylem: The Witch Trials, and portrays Rufus 
Weylin in Principe Dynamics’ workshop of Kindred.

Tom Porter, Conductor

Tom Porter, a founding member of the Bismarck-Mandan Civic Chorus, 
recently completed his 33rd year as director of the ensemble. In this 
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capacity, he has expanded arts opportunities to 
new audiences—developing and directing annual 
programs that introduce young people to opera 
and choral music, conducting run-out concerts 
in small communities across western North 
Dakota, and collaborating with a wide variety 
of arts organizations. He serves his community 
and North Dakota as an artist, educator, 
and resource person. Porter is a graduate of 
the University of Mary (Bismarck), DePaul 
University, the University of Notre Dame, and 
the Conservatory of Music at the University 
of Missouri–Kansas City, where he studied with Dr. Eph Ehly and Dr. 
Charles Robinson. He served as the director of the office of worship for the 
Diocese of Bismarck from 1982 to 1993, professor of music at Bismarck 
State College from 1993 to 2008, and professor of music and department 
chair at the University of Mary from 2008 to 2024. At the University of 
Mary, he directed Concert Choir and Vocal Jazz, taught music theory, 
conducting, and sacred music, and founded the Master of Music program. 
With compositions spanning a variety of genres, Porter’s current focus is 
on choral music—both secular and sacred—with lyrics that promote an 
appreciation for North Dakota’s cultural heritage. His works are published 
in numerous church hymnals and choral catalogues.

David Schildkret, Conductor

David Schildkret has conducted most of the 
major choral-orchestral works, including the 
Requiems of Verdi, Mozart, Brahms, and 
Fauré; Haydn’s Creation; Handel’s Messiah; 
and Mendelssohn’s Elijah. He last appeared at 
Carnegie Hall conducting Beethoven’s Mass in 
C Major in 2018. After earning his doctorate at 
Indiana University, he taught at the University 
of Rochester and Centre College in Kentucky. 
He was dean of the Salem College School of 
Music and director of choral activities at Arizona State University, where 
he served on the faculty from 2002 until his retirement in 2023. He 
now holds the title of professor emeritus. As a scholar, Schildkret has 
published articles on the music of Bach, Handel, Mozart, and Haydn. 
He is the founding editor of The Choral Scholar, a publication of the 
National Collegiate Choral Organization. For the American Choral 
Directors Association, he has served as a member of the Herford Prize and 
Publications Committees. He has written several articles on major choral 
works for the online A-R Music Anthology. Schildkret is director of music 
ministries at Dayspring United Methodist Church in Tempe and is the 
music director of the Arizona Cantilena Chorale and the Mount Desert 
Summer Chorale in Bar Harbor, Maine.
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Mack Wilberg, Conductor

Dr. Mack Wilberg has been music director of the 
Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square in Salt Lake 
City since 2008, having served as associate music 
director of the choir since May 1999. Wilberg is 
responsible for all musical and creative aspects 
of the choir and orchestra at Temple Square in 
rehearsals, concerts, tours, and recordings, as 
well as the weekly international television and 
radio broadcast of music and the spoken word. 
He is a former professor of music at Brigham 

Young University and is active as a composer, arranger, guest conductor, 
and clinician throughout the US and abroad. His compositions and 
arrangements, currently published exclusively by Oxford University Press, 
are performed and recorded by choral organizations throughout the world. 
In addition to the many compositions he has written for the Tabernacle 
Choir, his works have been performed by (and in direct collaboration 
with) such artists as Renée Fleming, Frederica von Stade, Nathan Gunn, 
Bryn Terfel, Rolando Villazón, The King’s Singers, Brian Stokes Mitchell, 
Santino Fontana, Deborah Voigt, Kristin Chenoweth, Kelli O’Hara, Lea 
Salonga, and narrators Walter Cronkite, Tom Brokaw, David McCullough, 
David Suchet, Richard Thomas, and Hugh Bonneville. Wilberg received 
his bachelor’s degree from Brigham Young University and his master’s and 
doctoral degrees from the University of Southern California. He and his 
wife, Rebecca, are the parents of four children and have one granddaughter.

Preston Hawes, New England Symphonic 
Ensemble Artistic Director and Concertmaster

Hailed by the European Academy of Arts and 
Sciences as an “electrifying and virtuosic” 
performer with “exquisite taste and rare 
talent,” Canadian violinist Dr. Preston Hawes 
is a laureate of the Concours de musique du 
Canada, the Andrews International Music 
Competitions, and the Prix de Musique de 
Chambre à Fontainebleau, and is a recipient 
of the J.C. Van Hulsteyn Award and Peabody 

Career Grant. He has been heard as a soloist in more than 35 countries 
and in venues such as Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center, and 
Plovdiv Symphony Hall. Having earned a Master of Music degree and the 
coveted Artist Diploma at Yale University, Hawes completed his studies by 
earning a Doctorate of Musical Arts from the Peabody Institute of Johns 
Hopkins University. Hawes is a professor of music and director of strings 
at Washington Adventist University in Takoma Park, Maryland, and is the 
artistic director of the New England Symphonic Ensemble. 
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New England Symphonic Ensemble

With performances described as “flawless” (Rhodes Magazine), the New 
England Symphonic Ensemble (NESE), under the artistic direction of Dr. 
Preston Hawes, is among the most frequently featured organizations in 
Carnegie Hall. Since its inception in 1989, the NESE has drawn global 
critical acclaim in hundreds of concerts on the world’s most prestigious 
stages. In collaboration with MidAmerica Productions, the NESE has 
been led by a roster of guest conductors including John Rutter, Peter 
Tiboris, Sherrill Milnes, Helmuth Rilling, Simon Carrington, and 
Jonathan Willcocks, and regularly hosts international guest soloists. 
NESE world premieres include Dinos Constantinides’s Byron’s Greece, 
Hymn to the Human Spirit, and Midnight Fantasy II for wind ensemble; 
John Rutter’s Cantate Domino, Distant Land, Magnificat, and Mass of 
the Children; and John Leavitt’s A Christmas Garland. The NESE boasts 
multiple US premieres, including Mozart’s Die Schuldigkeit des ersten 
Gebots, Reimann’s Concerto for Violin and Cello, Tchaikovsky’s Ode to Joy, 
and René Clausen’s Hellas: In the Name of Freedom. The NESE can be 
heard on the Naxos label in an award-winning recording of spirituals with 
internationally renowned mezzo-soprano, the late Barbara Smith Conrad.

New England Symphonic Ensemble
First Violins
Preston Hawes
Funda Cizmecioglu 
Agata Manka
Robert Radliff
Celine Boulben
Gabriella Apola
Valentina Anzola
Katie Thomas

Second Violins
Eun Jung Lee
Ana Milosavljevic
Katie Pawluk
Rachel Helm
Samuel Manzano
Marc Szammer
Marina Fragoulis
Amneris Puscasu

Violas
Mitsuru Kubo
Dudley Raine IV
Surai Balbeisi
Angel Contreras
Kerrick Sasaki
Thomas Purcell

Cellos
Karlos Rodriguez
Christopher Cortez
Sofiia Yatsyshyna
Noah Koh
Jerry Rittenhouse
Yuha Lee

Basses
Kyle Colina
Laurence Goldman
Lorenzo Sandi

Flutes
Jessica Taskov
Cynthia Kimmel 
Jessica Schmitz

Oboes
Viatcheslav Znatchenii 
Daniel Rodriguez
Rita Mitsel*

Clarinets
Boris Shpitalnik
Nadeen Fankhauser

Bassoons
Gili Sharrett
Dirk Wels

Horns
Tim McCarthy
Taylor Peterson
Ser Konvalin
Matthew Jaimes

Trumpets
Justin Nurin
Abner Marquez
Christopher Delgado

Trombones
Eric Coughlin
Sam George
Ehren Valmé

Percussion
Zoey Cobb
Katherine Fortunato
John Tadlock
Colleen Bernstein 
Stella Perlic
David Stevens

* Principal Relief Player
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MidAmerica Productions, Inc.

Founded by Conductor, Music Educator, Entrepreneur Peter Tiboris over 
40 years ago, MidAmerica Productions has brought together conductors, 
soloists, and choral and instrumental ensembles from the US and abroad 
to appear at New York’s top venues, including Stern Auditorium / 
Perelman Stage, Weill Recital Hall, and Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall; and 
Alice Tully Hall and Avery Fisher Hall (now David Geffen Hall) at Lincoln 
Center. Additionally, MidAmerica Productions has presented concerts 
in numerous US cities and in countries throughout the world, including 
Greece, England, Austria, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Italy, France, 
Portugal, Sweden, and Russia. MidAmerica Productions’ concerts have 
showcased choral groups singing oratorios with talented conductors, full 
orchestra, and professional soloists; individual instrumental and choral 
groups performing as part of the Ensemble Spotlight Series; and solo 
recitals. Diverse programs have included Madrigal Festivals, Vocal Jazz 
Festivals, National Wind Ensemble, National Festival Youth Orchestra, 
and Sweet Adelines. Among the renowned guest conductors who have 
led MidAmerica’s concerts are Sir John Rutter (who has conducted more 
than 140 concerts in Stern Auditorium / Perelman Stage at Carnegie 
Hall), Sherrill Milnes, Lukas Foss, Helmuth Rilling, H. Robert Reynolds, 
JoAnne Falletta, Michael Morgan, and Jonathan Willcocks. More than 
800 conductors have conducted on MidAmerica’s series in New York and 
abroad, sharing the stage with 1,300 solo artists from the world’s greatest 
opera companies and concert stages, and 3,700 choral ensembles from the 
US and abroad. There have been 174 youth and collegiate orchestras as 
well as 146 youth and collegiate bands, jazz bands, and wind ensembles.

MidAmerica Productions | 265 Sunrise Highway, Suite 1-183; Rockville Centre, NY 11570  
212-239-0205 | midamerica-music.com | contact@midamerica-music.com

Content for this program was provided by the presenter and does not necessarily 
reflect views or beliefs held by Carnegie Hall. Carnegie Hall is not responsible for any 
inaccurate or misleading statements, omissions, and/or errors in this program. All usage 
rights required herein are the responsibility of the presenter, and content has been 
included based on presenter’s representation that it has secured all necessary rights.
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